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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 


INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 








of Trade Journal’’ dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, F.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4, 
Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1. 














OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to mann- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in _ foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shorld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
oe 1 ae Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

ondon, E.C. 





FORM K. 


H.M. Consular Ojfcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation 1s 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Develupment and Intelligence) and Britis 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affliated to the latter. 
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| The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS. 
Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended &th November are 
given below. 
The week's output of 4,804,456 tons was again the 


highest recorded since the reduction of working hours 
in July last. 








District. 18th Oct. 25th Oct. Ist Nov. 8th Nov. 
Northumberland 224 355 228 286 207,198 233,069 
Sr 630,209 658,516 603,382 673.889 
Yorkshire ............... 764 ,024 770,448 748,679 761,243 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales 451,876 446 988 452.558 455.985 
Derby, Nottingham 

and Leicester ...... 574.125 571.281 571.656 578,218 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 

shire, Warwick and . 

Worcester esesee 8,004 A459 808 757 FOB 264 562 
South Wales ahd 

Monmouthshire .... 963,958 968 Odd 468 936 434 301 
Other English Dis. , 

Seer 97 ,508 98.918 99,164 102,447 
Scotland............... 658,908 658,737 665,051 650.744 











iemniille 4,727,465 4,761,037 4,674,532 4,804,456 


Total 











SUMMARY SINCE MAY 31. 
The total production weekly of coal since 3lst May, 
1919, is given below :— 


Tons. Tons. 
May 3lst ...... 4,812,595 August 28rd ... 3,989,762 
June 7th ......... 4,644,034 August 30th ... 4,354,983 
June 14th ...... 3,256,505 September 6th 4,509,863 
June 2ist...... 4,736,841 September 13th 4,489,816 
June 28th ..4,806,935 September 20th 4,450,308 
July 5th ......... 4,728,588 September 27th 4,481,434 
July 12th ...... 4,796,148 October 4th ...... 2,871,610 
July 19th _ 8,893,651 October 11th ... 4,076,862 
July 26th ...... 9,537,954 October 18th ... 4,727,465 
August 2nd_... 3,614,776 October 25th ... 4,761,037 
August 9th ...... 2,642,895 Nov. Ist ......... 4,674,532 
August 16th ... 3,726,499 Nov. 8th ..... ... 4,804,456 





PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


The following gentlemen have been appointed to the 
Central Committee during the last week :— 

Mr. John Wilson Hope, C.B.E. (Messrs. John 
Knight, Ltd., Soap Manufacturers) ; 

Mr. James Wallace Peck (Ministry of Food) ; 

Mr. Alfred Shaw, J.P. (President, National Union 
of Mineral Water Manufacturers’ Associations). 

The third meeting of the Preliminary Investigation 
Committee of the Complaints Standing Committee was 
held on the 14th instant, when six cases came under 
consideration. Three of these, relating to benzol, 
chocolates and shoes, were passed forward for hearing 
by Tribunals. The remaining cases were referred back 
for further investigation. 

At the fourth meeting of the Committee on Trusts, 
Mr. J. W. Hope was appointed a member of the Com- 
mittee. Preliminary consideration was given to the 
questions of salt and wall-paper. Meetings of the fol- 
lowing Sub-Committees have been held during the past 
week :—Chocolate, Road Transport Rates, Fish, To- 
bacco and Farriery. The last-named Sub-Committee 
is now considering its Draft Report. 

At a meeting of the Investigation of Prices Standing 
Committee, held on the 13th instant, three Sub-Com- 
mittees were appointed. The first will investigate 
prices and profits in connection with wool and wool 
products up to the yarn stage; the second is to make 
investigations in connection with dyes; and the third 
is to consider, for the information of the purchasing 
public, the preparation of a list of fair retail prices for 
certain groceries in common demand. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 
BRITISH AND ENEMY PROPERTY. 


The following statement by Sir A. Geddes was cirey, 
lated with the Official Report. It was prepared ip 
reply to the following questions by Mr. Manville :—,) 
The total amount of property held by the Public Truste, 
in this country belonging to German, Austrian, By}, 
garian, and Turkish subjects, respectively; the total 
amount of the debts due by British subjects to Ger. 
man, Austrian, Bulgarian, and Turkish subjects, reg. 
pectively ; 

(2) The total amount of British property held by 
Germany, Austria, Bulgaria, and Turkey, respectively 
and the total amount of the debts due to British gy). 
jects by German, Austrian, Bulgarian, and Turkish 
subjects, respectively. 

Statements obtained from the Public Trustee giving 
the information asked so far as it is available:— ~ 








Total amount 
of property 
held by and 
recorded with 
the custodian 


Debts due pj 

Persons in the 

United King. 

dom to per- 

Sons resident 
in 


in this coun- 
try, belonging 
to persons 
resident in 


£ £ 
Germany ... ii ... 98,766,018 11,884,803 
Austria and Hungary ... 17,693,807 2,194,358 
Bulgaria ... ne 780,863 156,39] 
Turkey 4,258,504 897,049 
Total amount 
of property 
belonging to Debts due by 
persons resi- persons in the 
dent in the United Kins 
United King- dom by per. 
dom and situ- sons residen, 
ated in in 
{ £ 
Germany ... ~ 42,692,626 4, 906,238 
Austria and Hungary ... 17,554,678 1,115,163 
Bulgaria ... a 377,593 1 205,481 
Turkey _... o 4,189,283 4,781,516 


The figures relating to property situated in Germany, 
Austria, Bulgaria and Turkey do not: include the pro- 
ceeds of sale of property liquidated. 

Sir A. Geddes added that a clearing house. had been 
established in Germany in connection with British 
creditors and German debtors, and vice versa. 








PANAMA CANAL REGULATIONS, 


— 


MANIFESTS OF CARGO 


The Board of Trade (Marine Department) have re. 
ceived from the British Consulate, Colon, copies of the 
Panama Canal Circular 679-9, dated September 
29th. This contains the revised regulations which pro- 
vide that vessels visiting the Panama Canal Zone shall 
supply particulars regarding their cargo. The text of 
the circular is as follows :— 


MANIFESTs oF CaARGo. 


1. Circular No. 679-5, of 13th December, 1918, requiring 
each vessel transiting the Canal to furnish to the boarding 
officer a full manifest of the cargo of such vessel, and each 
vessel entering a Canal Zone port to furnish an additional 
copy of its manifest, for statistical purposes, is cancelled. 

<. Present requirements are that three copies of the 
manifest be submitted by each ship handling cargo in the 
terminal ports of the Canal, and that the cargo declaration 
form, No. 4363, be submitted by vessels making the transit 
of the Canal, but not handling cargo at the terminal ports. 
For the convenience of such vessels, nowever, a manifest 
will be accepted in place of the cargo declaration at the 
option of the ship’s master. 

CHESTER HARDING, 
Governor. 


The British Acting Consul states that ships whieh 


pass through the Canal without handling cargo at either F 


terminal port are required to supply general informa 
tion concerning the nature, quantity, origin and destina 
tion of the cargo carried. A special form is supplied 
for the purpose. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





Vessels which handle cargo at either end of the Canal 
must furnish three copies of their manifest. The Act- 
ng Consul has been informed by the Canal authori- 
ties that this regulation means the manifest only in so 
far as it concerns the cargo handled. For the remainder 
of the cargo—the portion not handled—the master will 
pe called upon to fill up the general cargo declaration 
for vessels in transit through the Canal. The master 
may, however, if he so desires, furnish a complete 
manifest in place of the above cargo declaration. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


OFFICIAL TRADE PUBLICATIONS. 


PROPOSAL TO OPEN DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS. 


His Majesty’s Stationery Office is prepared to accept 
subscriptions for the monthly Trade and Navigation 
Returns, and the monthly Trade and Commerce Re- 
turns, at the rate of 18s. per annum and 6s. per annum 
respectively, inland postage free. 

It is also prepared to open deposit accounts and sup- 
ply applicants with any category of Government pub- 
cations desired, as soon as published, without the 
necessity for separate application in each case. 

Applications and requests for further particulars may 
be addressed to any of the following Sale Offices :— 

London: Imperial House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 

28, Abingdon Street, Westminster, S W.1. 

Manchester: 37, Peter Street. 

Cardiff: 1, St. Andrew’s Crescent. 

Edinburgh: 23, Forth Street. 











COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC APPOINT- 
MENT. 

In continuation of the lists of appointments in the 
New Commercial Diplomatic Service given in recent 
issues of the ‘‘ Journal,’’ the following additional 
appointment is now announced :— 


HunGaRY. 


Mr. R. J. E. Humphreys, 
missioner. 

Mr. Humphreys has spent 18 years in Austria, Hungary, 
Croatia, and Serbia. 

He was for three years Professor of English at the Royal 
College of Commerce, Budapest, and for four years 
managing large commercial interests in Hungary and 
Croatia. 

After the outbreak of war he superintended the Belgian 
Refugee Department of the General Register Office, 
Somerset House. 

From 1918 till the present date he has been employed 
by the Foreign Office as ‘‘Assistant Commercial Attaché’’ 
at the Hague, and has acted as British representative on 
the Inter-Allied Trade Committee. 

Mr. Humphreys is at present working at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, where he will be pleased to 
interview British firms interested in Hungary. Appli- 
cations for such interviews should be addressed to the 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade, 
30, Old Queen Street, S.W.1, and should bear the 
reference number E.643. 


Commercial Com- 





AUTOMOBILE AND AIRCRAFT ADVERTISE- 
MENTS IN LATIN AMERICA. 


A technical review entitled ‘‘La Revista de Aviacion 
y Automovilismo’’ has recently begun publication at 
Buenos Aires. It is to be devoted to aviation and the 
motor industries, and to propaganda of the Allied coun- 
ities in these trades. H.M. Commercial Secretary at 

uenos Aires states that this monthly magazine is a 
00d medium for advertisements, and United Kingdom 


|. firms desiring the names of the London agents can 


obtain them on. applying to the Latin America Section 
of the Department of Overseas Trade. 


— 
—  — 








Special Articles. 





SECONDARY INDUSTRIES IN NEW 
ZEALAND. 


DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES. 

New Zealand is awakening to the importance of en- 
couraging the development of her secondary indus- 
tries. A special Industries Committee has spent a 
great deal of time this year in touring the Dominion 
to ascertain the immediate possibilities, and its Neport 
and Minutes of Evidence collected in various localities 
give some striking indications of the benefits to be 
reaped from a progressive policy of development. 

Very little can be achieved without labour, and the 
Committee state that, in whatever direction their in- 
vestigations led, proof was given of the general and 
genuine scarcity of labour throughout the Dominion. 
It is therefore necessary for a supply of labour to grow 
simultaneously with the industrial opportunities. 

After labour, the financial aspect arises. Although 
the total sum of Government expenditure must be 
considerable, the Committee point out that it will be 
spread over a period of years, and payment, in many 
cases, can be made in interest-bearing bonds redeem- 
able at specified periods. Moreover, a fair proportion 
of the activities proposed will provide the funds for 
redemption from current profits. 





GOVERNMENT ORGANISATION. 


It is proposed that the Government shall provide 
the required organisation for both the encouragement 
and direction of enterprises. 


The Committee emphasise that up to the present little (if 
any) assistance has been given to secondary industries, 
although in the case of land development generous 
encouragement has been afforded for many years past. 


Boarp oF INDUSTRIES AND COMMERCE. 


For some years several Ministers have been directing 
State activities in the commercial field, and it is recom- 
mended that these duties should now be concentrated in one 
Department and under the direction of one Minister—the 
Department to be called the Board of Industries and 
Commerce. 

The Departments of Agriculture and of Industries and 
Commerce are at present worked as one, but an alteration 
from this state of affairs is considered imperative. A 
separate Department of Industries and Commerce is recom- 
mended, having extensive powers, much on the lines of the 
inter-State Commission of Australia, excepting that the 
Board should be directly under the control of a Minister of 
the Crown. By this means it is believed the necessary 
stimulus can be given to existing and new industries. 

The Report proceeds :— 

The Board should consist of three members of wide 
business experience, who should devote the whole of their 
time to the performance of their duties, and the salaries 
should be such as would attract the best men in the 
Dominion. Extensive authority should be vested in the 
Board, one of its important duties being to act as a Tariff 
Board, with power to make recommenaations. The functions 
of the Board of Trade, which has little or no power, should 
be taken over by the Board of Industries and Commerce. 


PowERs. 


The Board should be empowered to: — 

(1) Engage in trade; 

(2) Investigate and control prices; 

(3) Prevent exploitation of the public and suppress 
profiteering ; 

(4) Make advances to industrial and commercial con- 
cerns. 

(5) Investigate trade conditions ; 

(6) Prevent unfair methods of competition ; 

(7) Report to the Minister direct on all matters inquired 


into. 

The Board should be charged with the duty of investigat- 
ing, from time to time, matters affecting the public interest, 
such as:— 

(1) The encouragement, improvement, and extension of 
New Zealand industries and manufactures ; 

(2) Markets outside New Zealand, and the opening-up 
of external trade generally ; 

(3) Wages and social and industrial conditions; 

(4) Labour, employment, and unemployment; 
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(5) Other matters referred to the Board by either 
House of Parliament, by resolution, for investiga- 
tion. 


SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH. 


Of all the British Dominions, New Zealand appears to be 
the only one that has not organised for research work since 
the commencement of the war. 

There are many pressing scientific problems awaiting solu- 
tion, and these concern nearly every large industry, it may 
be even vitally, as, for example, in the case of the disease 
threatening the flax industry; while untold wealth awaits 
the result of scientific investigation into our coals, peats, 
oils, clays, timbers, and other natural resources, and in even 
greater degree the intensive application of science to the 
problems of agriculture. 

The Committee has come to the conclusion that there will 
be a much greater prospect of such problems being promptly 
taken in hand if they can be referred to a body the almost 
sole duty of which it will be to deal with them, and which 
will not be subject to delays such as those due possibly to 
the exigencies of the political situation or the passing of a 
vote on the estimates, but have an assured finance. 
Such a body will also be able to organise and co-ordinate 
effort throughout the Dominion. It is suggested that its 
finance should be made secure for a period of five years. 


Boarp OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY. 


The Committee therefore recommend :— 

(1) That a Board of Science and Industry be established 
for the development of national resources ; 

(2) That the Board be given an assured finance for five 
years; it is recommended that it should receive 
not less than £5,000 for the first year, and £20,000 
for each of the four following years; 

(3) That the Board shall be representative of the various 
sections of science and industry ; 

(4) That the Board shall, as one of its chief functions, 
consider all proposals for specific scientific re- 
searches, and shall allot to the proper person or 
persons the duty of conducting such _ specific 
researches as it may approve; 

(5) That in order to avoid centralisation, and in the 
interest of.economy, the Board in the carrying- 
out of investigations shall, wherever possible, co- 
operate with the University College authorities in 
the various centres with a view to making the 
fullest possible use of their staffs and laboratories ; 
there shall also be set up local advisory boards to 
enquire into, advise, and report upon local 
problems ; 

(6) That one of the duties of the Board shall 
be to advise primary producers and_ those 
engaged in industrial pursuits as to the results 
of scientific investigations affecting or calculated 
to benefit their industries, including processes for 
the utilisation of waste products; 

(7) That the Board shall have power to establish 
scholarships and also to award bonuses and 
prizes, with the object of encouraging scientific 
and industrial research ; 

(8) That the Board shall keep in touch with Government 
Departments and also with scientific and educa- 
tional institutions, with a view to co-operation 
in scientific investigation as well as in further- 
ance of scientific education and of everything 
which will tend to foster a greater appreciation 
of the advantages of science, not only by pro- 
ducers, but by the people at large. 


REFERENCE LIBRARY. 


The Committee further recommend that there shall be 
established a central reference library under the control of 
the Board, containing the most important works relating to 
trade, commerce, science, and industry, and containing also 
the trading and manufacturing journals; for without access 
to an efficient scientific and technological library an in- 
vestigator must be greatly hampered in his work. The 
library should, under proper regulation, be available for 
persons in any part of the Dominion. In order to avoid 
duplication it is suggested that existing scientific libraries 
in Wellington should be, as far as possible, merged. 


INVENTIONS AND BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 


From evidence submitted it would appear that there is 
some necessity for the existence of a body to which might 
be submitted the work of inventors who, through lack of 
means or opportunity, are unable to have their inventions 
tested or brought under public notice. It is therefore re- 
commended that in addition to its other duties the Board 
of Science and Industry shall obtain reports from experts 
regarding any new inventions respecting which its advice 
may be sought. It is further suggested that the Board 
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should also serve the purpose of a bureau of informatioy 
to which any investigator may apply for advice and direc. 
tion in his work. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

The Committee took evidence regarding railway 
freights, and they claim that the tariff is badly jy 
need of revision, especially in view of the altered value 
of many of the articles carried. Further, the rate. 
classification list, it is recommended, requires alters. 
tion and bringing up to date. The present rates wer 
mainly fixed over thirty years ago, and in some ip. 
stances have existed without alteration from that time 

RalLway EARNINGS. 

The general gestion of railway policy regarding 
revenue is also reviewed. As the railways have jp 
the past been looked upon as an adjunct of land. 
settlement and an aid in the development of the 
Dominion’s natural resources rather than as an ip. 
vestment from which large profits should be gained, 
the Committee claim that the Government should 
declare what rate of profit it requires. Jl'or many year 
a profit of 3 per cent. was regarded as sufficient, and 
any excess over this rate was followed by reductions 
in passenger charges and freights. 

In 1915-16 the rate increased to 4? per cent., and 
in 1916-17 it reached its maximum—®d5j per cent. Ip 
the year following, however, the rate fell to a littl 
over 44 per cent. These increases are largely due, 
it is stated, to the scale of rates now ruling. — The 
question naturally arises: What rate of earning-power 
is expected by Parliament. That being decided, the 
charges should, in the Committee’s opinion, be ad. 
justed, as far as practicable, on the basis of reasonable 
maximum earnings. 

The Committee recommends :— 

(1) That the Government formulate a comprehensive 
scheme to deal with this question, and such scheme shall 
include (a) the classification of the main traffic roads; (b) 
State assistance, the amount to depend on the classification; 
(c) provision to ensure that such assistance shall be used for 
the improvement of the main traffic roads. 

(2) That an alteration be made in the basis on which 
subsidies are paid to local authorities from the Con- 
solidated Fund. 

Under the present system a subsidy of 10s. in the £ is 
provided where the total sum raised in rates does not exceed 
£1,000, and a subsidy of 5s. in the £ where the rates exceed 
that sum but do not exceed £10,000. In counties where the 
rates exceed £10,000 no subsidy is payable in respect of 
rates raised over that sum. This is an inducement to cut 
large counties into small ones so as to obtain a subsidy on 
all the rates, and also to discourage a county from levying 
a rate which would produce more than £10,000. 

A uniform subsidy should be paid on all rates raised, with- 
out any limitation as regards total amount or amount of 
rate, so that the larger the amount raised in rates the larger 
the subsidy received. 

HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER. 

Schemes for the development of hydro-electric power 
in the Dominion have already been described in the 
‘‘Journal.’’ The Committee place the Dominio 
scheme for the development of hydro-electric power 
in the forefront of their proposals, as they are more 
than convinced that the carrying out of the scheme 
means increased production in both primary and 
secondary industries. They are firmly of opinion that 
the harnessing of the great sources of water-power 's 
a national duty, to be undertaken by the Government 
for the benefit of the whole community and carried 
out as a national enterprise. 

Local authorities are, however, proposing to develop 
schemes of their own—doubtless due to the length oi 
time they have been led to believe will elapse before 
power from the national undertaking will be available 
in their respective districts—but the Committee wee 
that the Government should at once carry out a col 
prehensive scheme for the supply of electrical energy 
to the whole country, and simultaneously in_ both 
islands. The Government should supply the curret 
in bulk, leaving the distribution tc the local author 
ties. 
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MINERALS. 


A review of the coal mining industry in the Dominion 
was published recently in the ‘‘Journal.’’ This Com- 
mittee’s recommendations are:— 

(1) That the coal measures of the Dominion be nationalised 
and that privately-owned mines and measures be purchased 
by the State at valuation ; 

(2) That a Board of Management and Distribution under 
Ministerial authority be established, on which the workers 
engaged in the industry shall be represented. 

(3) That there be set on foot at once a scheme which shall 
result in the comfortable housing of the miners and other 
yorkers concerned ; 

(4) That a superannuation scheme on similar lines to that 
in operation in the railway service form part of the general 
scheme. 

(5) That the State own and control the necessary shipping 
for the carriage of coal. 

Gotp MINING. 


Dealing with gold mining, the Committee state : — 

It is clear that this industry has been permitted to drift 
for many years without any sustained effort being made 
by the Government to revive and foster it. It should be 
remembered that no less a sum than £88,000,000 has been 
produced from our goldfields during the past sixty or 
seventy years, and your Committee is of opinion that the 
yuestions of the maintenance of the industry and its future 
development are of national importance. The Waihi Mine 
itself has given, up to the close of the year 1918, returns to 
the value of over £11,000,000, and it is surely reasonable to 
hope and expect that other mines of great, if not equal, 
wealth may yet be discovered in this country. 

Prospecting as carried on for some years has proved a 
failure, and your Committee is of opinion that the Govern- 
nent should equip and send out prospecting parties under 
the control, where possible, of a man with local knowledge, 
the whole work to be carried out under the direction of the 
Geological Survey Department. This Department has been 
doing valuable work since 1905, but in order that the best 
practical results may be obtained, prospecting parties under 
Government control should be associated with the Depart- 
nent’s work, 





OTHER MINERALS. 

In order to deal successfully with the many reefs which 
contain a percentage of lead, zinc, copper, galena, etc., it is 
imperative that smelting facilities should be provided by 
the State. At present only the gold or silver is extracted, 
and the base metals are lost, because the expense of sending 
the concentrates to Cockle Creek or other smelting works in 
Australia is prohibitive. If a smelting furnace were estab- 
lished in New Zealand in a central position the cost of 
treating the concentrates would be reduced probably by £4 
per ton, and many properties now lying idle might ke 
profitably developed and, in addition, miners would be 
encouraged to prospect for, and produce, other minerals 
than gold. 

The production of asbestos in such quantities as will 
enable certain industries to obtain supplies at a reasonable 
price is also most desirable. The Committee were assured 
that in one district—-Takaka, Nelson Province—there are 
large deposits of asbestos and French chalk. A company 
whose deposits are about thirty miles from Motueka claims 
that the proved extent of its available marketable material 
would provide a sufficient quantity of asbestos for those 
industries whose products are dependent upon this material. 


IRON AND STEEL. 

The Dominion’s geographical isolation and remote- 
ness from overseas supplies of iron and steel should 
prove a sufficient incentive for the development of 
native resources. Pioneers engaged in the production 
of iron and steel from the ores and sands of New Zea- 
land have met with varying success, but up to the 
present there is no well-established concern engaged 
in the manufacture of this most important essential. 
The Committee are convinced that there are con- 
siderable quantities of the raw material, both ore and 
sand, in the Dominion. 

_ The evidence submitted as to whether the manufacture of 
ton could be profitably undertaken in the near future was 
somewhat contradictory; although many witnesses agreed 
that iron of good quality has been produced. There was a 
marked disagreement among witnesses as to the presence of 


_ Suitable coal in sufficient quantities in the vicinity of the 


re deposits. It was confidently asserted by some witnesses 
at so far as the working of the Parapara iron deposits is 
“oncerned, coal of good quality and in sufficient quantity 
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exists in the Collingwood County. Other witnesses doubted 
tho accuracy of this statement. In view of the potential 
value of these coal measures, if they do exist, and also in 
view of the contradictory evidence on the point, the Com- 
mittee recommend that, as soon as practicable, the district 
be systematically prospecied for coal deposits, 


Ratis, Pig anp Bar Iron. 


The output of the Lithgow works in Australia is about 
40,000 tons per annum, whereas New Zealand’s present 
demand for iron and steel is about 100,000 tons. The Com- 
mittee believe therefore that, provided the minerals are of 
the necessary quality and quantity, the manufacture of pig- 
iron, railway rails, and bar-iron can be carried on success- 
fully in New Zealand. 


SERVICES oF METALLURGIST. 


In view of the world’s shortage of iron and steel, and of 
the increasing demand for these commodities within the 
Dominion, both by the State and by private enterprise, 
the Committee is of opinion that the value of the iron 
deposits, both ore and sand, should be thoroughly examined 
into by an expert metallurgist from Great Britain, Canada, 
or the United States. 

Scrap Iron. 

The manufacture of steel castings and bar iron from 
scrap iron available in the Dominion has become a very 
important adjunct to the iron industry. In order that this 
enterprise may be successfully continued, the Committee 
recommends that the export of scrap iron and steel be 
prohibited. 

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS. 


Prior to the war the iron and steel industry was in a 
languishing condition—a marked contrast to the pre-war 
progress of our primary industries. It is a reasonable sup- 
position that there should have been a proportionate ex- 
pansion of the agricultural implement industry during the 
same period, seeing that from 1891 to 1911 some 12,000,000 
acres of land had been brought into profitable use; but the 
reverse was the case, for during the years mentioned only 
sixty-five employees were added to the number of operatives 
engaged in the manufacturing industry. 

The history of the agricultural implement manufacture 
in this Dominion is one of which we have every reason to 
be proud. Our manufacturers have followed closely and 
intelligently the needs of the farming community, and 
many useful and practical aids to tillage are now available 
to the agriculturist. So successful have these efforts of the 
manufacturers been that implement makers in other 
countries have found it profitable to copy many of the New 
Zealand productions; and to-day the local industry has to 
face competition from these copied articles, backed up by 
the huge financial strength of the outside manufacturing 
concerns, with the result. that the major portion of the 
Dominion’s agricultural machinery requirements are im- 
ported from abroad, mainly from a foreign country. During 
the war period this outside competition was checked, owing 
tv shortage of shipping and consequent high freight rates, 
and the local manufacturer was able to compete on favour- 
able terms. The war being ended, the conditions referred to 
cannot be expected to last much longer, and the question is 
whether or not the stability and success of our industries 
can be secured. 

The Committee would recommend, conditionally on our 
local manufacturers producing implements equal in quality 
and workmanship to the imported article at a price to be 
approved by the Board of Industries and Commerce, that 
there should be imposed a tariff duty sufficient to secure 
to the local manufacturer a fair and reasonable profit. 


THE ENGINEERING TRADE. 


The Committee inquired as to the conditions in the 
engineering trade before and during the war, and is of 
opinion that it is useless to gauge the prosperity or other- 
wise of the industry by war-time conditions. 

The Committee place on record its conviction that without 
the capable engineer at the head, and the skilled artisan 
engaged in suitably equipped works, New Zealand could 
not have carried out the necessary fitting and refitting of 
transports, the manufacture of and repairs to freezing 
machinery and shipping, and other essential works. To 
make New Zealand as self-reliant as possible in war and 
peace, to develop her latent resources, and to build up a 
strong and healthy industry providing constant employment 
for a large number of the people, the Committee recommend 
that a substantial tariff be placed on imported machinery 
that can be commercially and successfully produced in the 
Dominion. 

Ort PRopDvUCTION. 


Motor spirits and mineral and other oils for the purposes 
of motive power are coming into almost general use in 
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connection with our industries, over 163} million gallons, 
valued at £1,200,000, having been imported in 1918. The 
unsatisfactory position in regard to the whole question of 
oils is that the sources of supply are in far-distant countries, 
and the companies controlling the oil are in the position 
of unassailable dictators as to the price to be charged. 

New Zealand has several promising sources from which oil 
can be obtained, the principle ones being petroleum wells, 
shale deposits, and kauri-swamp peat. 

Boring has been going on for many years in several parts 
of the Dominion, with, up to the present, disappointing 
results; yet the indications disclosed by the bores, and the 
actual oil secured—some millions of gallons—afford sufficient 
encouragement for further investigation of the fields. 
Private enierprise, which in the past has carried out this 
work, has just about reached the end of its resources; and 
in the case of one company in Taranaki the Government is 
subsidising it to the extent of paying the cost of wages, 
coal, etc., while it is engaged in putting down one of the 
deepest bores yet undertaken in the Dominion. The results 
fron this bore are awaited with interest. 


OFFER OF ANGLO-PERSIAN O11 CoMPANY. 


It was stated to the Committee that the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company had offered to form a syndicate, having a 
capital of, say, £100,000 (the New Zealand Government to 
take one-half interest), if satisfactory arrangements could 
be made for controlling likely oilfields, to geologically 
examine and test these areas; and if the test operations 
afforded satisfactory results the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
would form another syndicate or company, having a capital 
of, say, £500,000 (the New Zealand Government to take 
one-half interest), to produce, refine, and market oil and 
cil products on a large scale. 

In view of this evidence the Committee urge that the 
Government seriously consider entering into an arrangement 
with this company on the lines suggested. 


SHALE OIL. 


The production of oil from the shale deposits in the 
Dominion has for several years been suspended, but with 
the increase in prices attention is being again turned to its 
production. Evidence was submitted to the Committee that 
the shale industry is capable of being established as a 
considerable one if the companies contemplating recom- 
mencing operations are given assistance, first, by the Govern- 
ment undertaking the thorough testing of the extent of the 
deporits, and then by giving a bonus on the production of 
a specified number of gallons of oil and quantities of other 
marketable commodities. The Committee recommend that 
encouragement be given to this industry. 


The Report also deals at length with the Flax In- 
dustry, Forestry and a wide range of smaller industries. 
An important feature is the Committee’s recommenda- 
tions for modifications of the Customs Tariff in order 
to protect and encourage national industries generally. 





POLAND. 


AN ECONOMIC RE-BIRTH. 


After more than a century of partition Poland is a 
country in the throes of re-birth, and has economic 
problems greater and more complicated than those 
merely of restoration. It has simultaneously to restore 
the ravages of war, to protect its eastern borders, to 
establish communications with the Baltic, to reorganise 
internal transport and to consolidate and develop areas 
which for generations past have been subject to three 
distinct foreign rulers. It is a country of great natural 
wealth—mineral, forestal and agricultural—-and its 
people are inspired to effort by the dream of a century 
eome true. A United Free Poland is at last a realised 
fact. We shall endeavour in this article to indicate 
the lines upon which the Poles and their Government 
are trying to work out their economic salvation. 

THE Excess oF IMpPorTs. 


Poland’s trade must necessarily, in the early period 
of reconstruction, be very one-sided. There must be 
large imports without any commensurate exports, 
although naturally the Polish Government is anxious to 
make as much of its export trade as possible in order 
to supply some small portion at least of the credit 
required for those enormous imports which are essential 
to the restoration of the country. The Government 
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nevertheless is making a firm stand against any Mortgag. 


ing of the sources of national wealth for the purpose ¢ 
finding the necessary money, and is relying chiefly q 
the goodwill of the Allied and Associated Powers 4 
provide loans and credits for procuring the commoditig 
required. In so far as circumstances allow the Gover. 
ment is seeking to give direction to trade, and is usiy 
its utmost endeavours to facilitate trade with the Allie 
and Associated Powers and to restrict as far as possibl, 
trade with Germany, except in so far as concerns th 
plebiscite areas. The Government did early in 19j9 
prohibit all imports from Germany, but licences to iy. 
port were occasionally issued in exceptional cases, anj 
the prohibition was further broken down by the extrem, 
urgency of supplies, especially of machinery, for the yp. 
establishment of industry. 
COMPETITION FOR PoLisH MARKETs. 

Vigour is being shown in the development of foreign 
trade by the establishment of a special department fy 
its control, and also of Polish Chambers of Commer 
and Agencies in the territories of the Allies and else. 
where (Italy, Switzerland, etc.), but generally speaking 
the impetus to foreign trade comes from without. There 
is already considerable competition, in spite of the 
unsatisfactory state of Polish finance, for the Polish 
markets which offer opportunities in themselves and may 
lead ultimately to the development of markets in 4 
Russia at peace. From the point of view of Great 
Britain Poland is a present producer of timber, oil, 
sugar, salt, starch, alcohol, zinc, poultry, eggs, butter 
and mineral wax, and is a potential intermediary between 
Great Britain and Russia when, and if, the Bolshevists 
cease from troubling. Timber will be specially plentiful 
for export since the civil authorities in Eastern Poland 
propose to cut and sell the whole normal surplus growth, 
amounting to several million cubic metres. Poland will 
also be a large importer of cotton and woollen yarns, and 
will demand, for a considerable time to come, plant and 
machinery of various kinds, rolling stock, river craft and 
motor vehicles in order that the local factories and 
communications may be set going. 

THE Import RESTRICTIONS. 


Poland has need of practically everything, since its 
industries are still unequal to the demands of the 
country even in those goods in which the country was 
formerly self-supporting. Not having the credit for 
indiscriminate import the trade is being strictly limited 
to articles of prime necessity, and a department for the 
purchase of such articles has recently been established 
as part of the Ministry of Supply. This department has 
the sole right within Poland to import or to issue per- 
missions for import from abroad of the following articles: 
grain, flour, seeds, live stock, food, yarns, clothing, fuel, 
etc., and the sale of these articles is to be under its 
control, the price being calculated to include only the 
recovery of office expenses. The principal imports are 
now naturally raw materials for the re-establishment 
of the Polish industries, together with supplies of ready- 
made clothing, boots, and so on. 


ACTIVITY OF ALLIES AND NEUTRALS. 


The United States, which sent relief supplies of food, 
are now despatching 300,000 tons of raw materials 
American general import trade has begun under favour- 
able auspices, and several American firms are stated to 
have established themselves at Danzig, where also 4 
branch of a large American bank has been opened. 
Seventeen large transport steamers engaged in al 
American carrying trade were at anchor in Danzig har- 
bour in July. ~ 

The United Kingdom is also playing a considerable 
part in the reconstruction of Polish industry, and has 
supplied large quantities of food, clothing, raw materials 
and machinery. The Export Credits Department m 
cludes Poland within its sphere of operations. Tie 
Polish Government has endeavoured to promote trade 
with the United Kingdom by authorising the issue o 
import permits by the Polish Commercial and Finanzial 
Agency in London, and by sending a delegation to Lom 








di 


Lortgag. 


"POSE of 
lefly On 
wers to 
NOditie 
FOVerp. 
iS usin 
e Allied 
POssible 
Tns the 
n 1919 
3 to im. 
eS, and 
xtreme 
the re. 


foreign 
ent for 
nmMerce 
1d elge. 
veaking 
There 
of the 
Polish 
nd may 
S ma 
~— Great 
er, oil, 
butter 
et weep 
hevists 
lentiful 
Poland 
rrowth, 
nd will 
ns, and 
int and 
aft and 
“5 and 


nee its 
of the 
ry was 
dit for 
limited 
for the 
blished 
ont has 
le pel: 
ticles: 
x, fuel, 
der its 
ly the 
rts are 
hment 


ready- 


f food, 
erials 
‘avour- 
ited to 
also 4 
pened. 
in aD 
ig har- 


erable 
1d has 
terials 
nt in- 
The 
trade 
sue ol 
ancial 
» Lon- 








NoveMBER 20, 1919. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 619 








l 
SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued. 





don to investigate the markets and make purchases of 
indispensable articles. 

The French Government has opened a credit in favour 
of Poland up to 50,000,000 francs on the internal loan, 
and numerous purchases, e.g., 200,000 pairs of boots and 
490,000 suits of men’s clothes, have been made on behalf 
of the Polish Government by the delegation sent to 
Paris to investigate the markets and make purchases of 
indispensable articles for Poland. Private enterprise 
is much to the fore also, a group of French industrialisis 
having arrived at Warsaw in May of this year with large 
consignments of French goods, and a forwarding ser- 
vice has been arranged to secure the regular interchange 
of French and Polish goods. 

In Italy plans are on foot for the establishment of an 
import and export trade with Poland, and Poland 
despatched 100 truckloads of coal to Italy at the begin- 
ning of July in spite of the prevailing shortage in Poland 
itself. 

Switzerland has eagerly sought an export market for 
her surplus stocks, textiles principally, in Poland, and 
has already set up the necessary machinery for this ex- 
port. The Swiss have sent confidential missions to 
Poland and are endeavouring to facilitate an exchange 
trade by the establishment of Goods Exchange Centres. 
The Polish Government has met this effort by supplying 
eggs in exchange. A Polish Chamber of Commerce has 
also been established in Switzerland. 

Holland has contributed to Poland’s import trade, 
chiefly in clothing, a Dutch credit of 15,000,000 florins 
being used by the Polish Government for the purchase 
of clothing from the Dutch Rijkskleeding Department. 
Large purchases of tobacco have also been made by the 
Polish Treasury—tobacco is a State monopoly—from 
Holland and Bulgaria. 

AVAILABLE EXPORTS. 

According to the Polish Ministry of: Trade and In- 
dustry the following articles are now available for export: 

(1) Mineral oi] products, e.g., benzine, petroleum, 
easoline, machine oil, paraffin and candles; 

(2) Wood (all kinds) and wood manufactures, cellulose ; 

(3) Milk products, eggs; 

Also skins (sheep, goat, etc.), bristles, zine and zinc 
white. 

Flax also is said to exist in quantities permitting of 
export and has been offered as an exchange commodity 
to Silesia. 

THE CoAL SHORTAGE. 

Poland and its annexed territories are stated to require 
13 million tons of coal yearly, whereas the output, in- 
cluding that part of the Teschen district which is under 
Polish administration, is at the rate of 5} million tons 
only per annum. Efforts are being made by the Govern- 
ment to obtain supplies from Upper Silesia (600,000 
tons per month), but the output there has only reached 
40 per cent. of its normal figure. In the Teschen dis- 
trict the production is now estimated at 75 per cent. of 
the last pre-war month, but political and transport diff- 
culties hinder free supplies from either quarter. Trans- 
port difficulties are being largely surmounted and the 
coal shortage prevailing in Poland is attributed to general 
causes affecting the whole Kuropean Continent. The 
introduction of the 8 hours’ day, incessant strikes, etc., 
have caused a reduction of 40 per cent. in the production 
of the Debrowa and Cracow mines. The July require- 
ments for the whole of new Poland for example, are 
given as 1,080,000 tons, whereas the production from 
all sources amounted to 445,000 tons, or 44 per cent. 
only of the demand, the contribution of the several dis- 
tricts to the total being Dabrowa 288,000 tons, Cracow 
89,000 tons, and Karwin 58,000 tons. Even under the 
best possible conditions the Dabrowa and Cracow mines 
cannot cover the demand, though there is no doubt that 
the output can be increased, and the Polish Government 
have sent a special commission to these areas to investi- 
gate the possibilities of such increase. 


TEXTILES. 


Several Lodz cotton mills are reported to be again 
working, and six of the leading cotton manufacturers 
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have formed a trust in order to derive the full benefit 
from the sum allocated by Government for the re-estab- 
lishment of Polish industries. The import of raw 
materials for the industry appears also to be proceeding 
satisfactorily, shipments via Danzig being no longer 
subject to interference, though imports via Austria are 
liable to be held up pending the receipt of exchange com- 
modities. It is reported that 5,300 tons of raw cotton 
have been received by the Polish Government and dis- 
tributed to the mills for manufacture into goods which 
are then to be sold to the population through the Govern- 
ment agencies, the manufacturers being paid a small 
profit. The wool industry is resuming its activities, and 
numerous companies are already again at work. 

Two missions for the purchase of raw supplies have 
been reported, one for the purchase of wool for the manu- 
facture of cloth for the Polish army, the other sent to 
the Crimea to purchase wool there, the exchange being 
to Polish advantage, whilst purchase in England is 
rendered almost prohibitive owing to adverse exchange 
rates. Supplies of raw material have already begun to 
arrive, the first consignment of 46 trucks of wool, to 
the value of 30 million marks, being noted. 

SuGAR. 

Poland’s sugar industry is faced with a great shortage 
of raw material, the beet plantations being 31 per cent. 
less than in former years. This fact may have serious 
consequences, both industrially and commercially, as 
sugar might ordinarily have been reckoned as an export 
commodity. It may, of course, be possible to supply 
Poland’s own requirements entirely from Posen, where 
in the ceded territory the area under beet cultivation was 
45,495 hectares in 1918, and the 1917-18 beet harvest 
amounted to 952,808 tons. The sugar production of this 
area for 1917 was 154,703 tons, the output of 191 
factories. Difficulties of transport, however, are inter- 
fering seriously with the Posen industry, and earlier in 
the year the shortage of coal led to the closing of several 
factories. 

Lazsour DirFicuLtiss. 


Unemployment continues to be one of the most diffi- 
cult problems in the internal affairs of Poland, and the 
danger arising from it has been seriously aggravated by 
the action of certain political parties, who have sought 
to’ take advantage of the cireumstances for their own 
purposes. | 

It was hoped that the improvement in tl : food supply 
and the general amelioration of conditi 1s with the 
revival of trade and industry had averte any serious 
consequences. The danger, however, isnc again acute, 
unemployment being once more on the crease. The 
shortage of coal las caused serious j erruption in 
various industries ; and though the har'vet. is in, there is 
a great scarcity of food and a general lack of the neces- 
saries of life. With regard to unemployment it is of 
interest to note that the Government has entered into an 
agreement with the French Government to send 100,000 
workers to take part in the work of reconstruction in 
the liberated regions. They will be mostly land-workers, 
miners, navvies and masons. 

The eight-hour day or week of 48 hours is legally in 
force throughout Poland, and a Bill has been prepared 
with the object of establishing a general legal working 
day. Welfare Committees for Disabled Soldiers have 
been instituted by the War Ministry, for the purpose of 
looking after the welfare of the disabled, finding them 
employment and generally rendering them useful 
members of society. 


POLAND’S RESOURCES. 


Whatever may be the difficulties which have arisen 
out of the war and are incidental to the new system of 
an independent Pcland, there can be no doubt about 
the vast resources of the country. In the first place the 
forest lands occupy a total area of 31,200 square miles. 
Secondly, agriculture gives employment to the majority 
of the Polish population, 50 per cent. of the total area 
of Poland being under cultivation. In 1914 the output 
of the main agricultural products was as follows: Wheat 
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connection with our industries, over 16} million gallons, 
valued at £1,200,000, having been imported in 1918. The 
unsatisfactory position in regard to the whole question of 
oils is that the sources of supply are in far-distant countries, 
and the companies controlling the oil are in the position 
of unassailable dictators as to the price to be charged. 

New Zealand has several promising sources from which oil 
can be obtained, the principle ones being petroleum wells, 
shale deposits, and kauri-swamp peat. 

Boring has been going on for many years in several parts 
of the Dominion, with, up to the present, disappointing 
results; yet the indications disclosed by the bores, and the 
actual oil secured—some millions of gallons—afford sufficient 
encouragement for further investigation of the fields. 
Private enierprise, which in the past has carried out this 
work, has just about reached the end of its resources; and 
in the case of one company in Taranaki the Government is 
subsidising it to the extent of paying the cost of wages, 
coal, etc., while it is engaged in putting down one of the 
deepest bores yet undertaken in the Dominion. The results 
fron: this bore are awaited with interest. 


OFFER OF ANGLO-PERSIAN O11L CoMPANY. 


It was stated to the Committee that the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company had offered to form a syndicate, having a 
capital of, say, £100,000 (the New Zealand Government to 
take one-half interest), if satisfactory arrangements could 
be made for controlling likely oilfields, to geologically 
examine and test these areas; and if the test operations 
afforded satisfactory results the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
would form another syndicate or company, having a capital 
of, say, £500,000 (the New Zealand Government to take 
one-half interest), to produce, refine, and market oil and 
oil products on a large scale. 

In view of this evidence the Committee urge that the 
Government seriously consider entering into an arrangement 
with this company on the lines suggested. 

SHALE OIL. 


The production of oil from the shale deposits in the 
Dominion has for several years been suspended, but with 
the increase in prices attention is being again turned to its 
production. Evidence was submitted to the Committee that 
the shale industry is capable of being established as a 
considerable one if the companies contemplating recom- 
mencing operations are given assistance, first, by the Govern- 
ment undertaking the thorough testing of the extent of the 
deporits, and then by giving a bonus on the production of 
a specified number of gallons of oil and quantities of other 
marketable commodities. The Committee recommend that 
encouragement be given to this industry. 

The Report also deals at length with the Flax In- 
dustry, Forestry and a wide range of smaller industries. 
An important feature is the Committee’s reeommenda- 
tions for modifications of the Customs Tariff in order 
to protect and encourage national industries generally. 





POLAND. 


AN ECONOMIC RE-BIRTH. 


After more than a century of partition Poland is a 
country in the throes of re-birth, and has economic 
problems greater and more complicated than those 
merely of restoration. It has simultaneously to restore 
the ravages of war, to protect its eastern borders, to 
establish communications with the Baltic, to reorganise 
internal transport and to consolidate and develop areas 
which for generations past have been subject to three 
distinct foreign rulers. It is a country of great natural 
wealth—mineral, forestal and agricultural—-and its 
people are inspired to effort by the dream of a century 
come true. A United Free Poland is at last a realised 
fact. We shall endeavour in this article to indicate 
the lines upon which the Poles and their Government 
are trying to work out their economic salvation. 

THE Excess or Imports. 


Poland’s trade must necessarily, in the early period 
of reconstruction, be very one-sided. There must be 
large imports without any commensurate exports, 
although naturally the Polish Government is anxious to 
make as much of its export trade as possible in order 
to supply some small portion at least of the credit 
required for those enormous imports which are essential 
to the restoration of the country. The Government 
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nevertheless is making a firm stand against any mortgag. 
ing of the sources of national wealth for the purpose of 
finding the necessary money, and is relying chiefly oy 
the goodwill of the Allied and Associated Powers 
provide loans and credits for procuring the commoditie 
required. In so far as circumstances allow the Gover. 
ment is seeking to give direction to trade, and is usin 
its utmost endeavours to facilitate trade with the Allie 
and Associated Powers and to restrict as far as possibl 
trade with Germany, except in so far as concerns +he 
plebiscite areas. The Government did early in 19j9 
prohibit all imports from Germany, but licences to im. 
port were occasionally issued in exceptional cases, ang 
the prohibition was further broken down by the extrem, 
urgency of supplies, especially of machinery, for the y. 
establishment of industry. 
COMPETITION FoR PoLisH MARKETs. 


Vigour is being shown in the development of foreign 
trade by the establishment of a special department fo 
its control, and also of Polish Chambers of Commeree 
and Agencies in the territories of the Allies and elgg. 
where (Italy, Switzerland, etc.), but generally speakin 
the impetus to foreign trade comes from without. There 
is already considerable competition, in spite of the 
unsatisfactory state of Polish finance, for the Polish 
markets which offer opportunities in themselves and may 
lead ultimately to the development of markets in g 
Russia at peace. rom the point of view of Great 
Britain Poland is a present producer of timber, vil, 
sugar, salt, starch, alcohol, zinc, poultry, eggs, butter 
and mineral wax, and is a potential intermediary between 
Great Britain and Russia when, and if, the Bolsheyvisis 
cease from troubling. ‘Timber will be specially plentiful 
for export since the civil authorities in Eastern Poland 
propose to cut and sell the whole normal surplus growth, 
amounting to several million cubic metres. Poland will 
also be a large importer of cotton and woollen yarns, and 
will demand, for a considerable time to come, plant and 
machinery of various kinds, rolling stock, river craft and 
motor vehicles in order that the local factories and 
communications may be set going. 

THe Import REstRIcTions. 

Poland has need of practically everything, since its 
industries are still unequal to the demands of the 
country even in those goods in which the country was 
formerly self-supporting. Not having the credit for 
indiscriminate import the trade is being strictly limited 
to articles of prime necessity, and a department for the 
purchase of such articles has recently been established 
as part of the Ministry of Supply. This department has 
the sole right within Poland to import or to issue per: 
missions for import from abroad of the following articles: 
grain, flour, seeds, live stock, food, yarns, clothing, fuel, 
ete., and the sale of these articles is to be under its 
control, the price being calculated to include only the 
recovery of office expenses. The principal imports are 
now naturally raw materials for the re-establishment 
of the Polish industries, together with supplies of ready- 
made clothing, boots, and so on. 


ACTIVITY OF ALLIES AND NEUTRALS. 


The United States, which sent relief supplies of food, 
are now despatching 300,000 tons of raw materials 
American general import trade has begun under favour- 
able auspices, and several American firms are stated to 
have established themselves at Danzig, where also 4 
branch of a large American bank has been opened. 
Seventeen large transport steamers engaged in al 
American carrying trade were at anchor in Danzig har- 
bour in July. © 

The United Kingdom is also playing a considerable 
part in the reconstruction of Polish industry, and has 
supplied large quantities of food, clothing, raw materials 
and machinery. The Export Credits Department m- 
cludes Poland within its sphere of operations. The 
Polish Government has endeavoured to promote trade 
with the United Kingdom by authorising the issue o 
import permits by the Polish Commercial and Financial 
Agency in London, and by sending a delegation to Lon 
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don to investigate the markets and make purchases of 
indispensable articles. 

The French Government has opened a credit in favour 
of Poland up to 50,000,000 francs on the internal loan, 
and numerous purchases, e.g., 200,000 pairs of boots and 
300,000 suits of men’s clothes, have been made on behalf 
of the Polish Government by the delegation sent to 
Paris to investigate the markets and make purchases of 
indispensable articles for Poland. Private enterprise 
is much to the fore also, a group of French industrialisis 
having arrived at Warsaw in May of this year with large 
consignments of French goods, and a forwarding ser- 
vice has been arranged to secure the regular interchange 
of French and Polish goods. 

In Italy plans are on foot for the establishment of an 
import and export trade with Poland, and Poland 
despatched 100 truckloads of coal to Italy at the begin- 
ning of July in spite of the prevailing shortage in Poland 
itself. 

Switzerland has eagerly sought an export market for 
her surplus stocks, textiles principally, in Poland, and 
has already set up the necessary machinery for this ex- 
port. The Swiss have sent confidential missions to 
Poland and are endeavouring to facilitate an exchange 
trade by the establishment of Goods Exchange Centres. 
The Polish Government has met this effort by supplying 
eggs in exchange. A Polish Chamber of Commerce has 
also been established in Switzerland. 

Holland has contributed to Poland’s import trade, 
chiefly in clothing, a Dutch credit of 15,000,000 florins 
being used by the Polish Government for the purchase 
of clothing from the Dutch Rijkskleeding Department. 
Large purchases of tobacco have also been made by the 
Polish Treasury—tobacco is a State monopoly—from 
Holland and Bulgaria. 

AVAILABLE EXPORTS. 

According to the Polish Ministry of Trade and In- 
dustry the following articles are now available for export: 
(1) Mineral oil products, e.g., benzine, petroleum, 
asoline, machine oil, paraffin and candles; 

(2) Wood (all kinds) and wood manufactures, cellulose ; 
(3) Milk products, eggs; 

Also skins (sheep, goat, etc.), bristles, zine and zine 
white. 

Flax also is said to exist in quantities permitting of 
export and has been offered as an exchange commodity 
to Silesia. 


2 


THE CoaL SHORTAGE. 

Poland and its annexed territories are stated to require 
13 million tons of coal yearly, whereas the output, in- 
cluding that part of the Teschen district which is under 
Polish administration, is at the rate of 5} million tons 
only per annum. Efforts are being made by the Govern- 
ment to obtain supplies from Upper Silesia (600,000 
tons per month), but the output there has only reached 
40 per cent. of its normal figure. In the Teschen dis- 
trict the production is now estimated at 75 per cent. of 
the last pre-war month, but political and transport diffi- 
culties hinder free supplies from either quarter. Trans- 
port difficulties are being largely surmounted and the 
coal shortage prevailing in Poland is attributed to general 
causes affecting the whole European Continent. The 
introduction of the 8 hours’ day, incessant strikes, ete., 
have caused a reduction of 40 per cent. in the production 
of the Debrowa and Cracow mines. The July require- 
ments for the whole of new Poland for example, are 
given as 1,080,000 tons, whereas the production from 
all sources amounted to 445,000 tons, or 44 per cent. 
only of the demand, the contribution of the several dis- 
tricts to the total being Dabrowa 288,000 tons, Cracow 
89,000 tons, and Karwin 58,000 tons. Even under the 
best possible conditions the Dabrowa and Cracow mines 
cannot cover the demand, though there is no doubt that 
the output can be increased, and the Polish Government 
have sent a special commission to these areas to investi- 
gate the possibilities of such increase. 


TEXTILES. 


Several Lodz cotton mills are reported to be again 
working, and six of the leading cotton manufacturers 
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have formed a trust in order to derive the full benefit 
from the sum allocated by Government for the re-estab- 
lishment of Polish industries. The import of raw 
materials for the industry appears also to be proceeding 
satisfactorily, shipments via Danzig being no longer 
subject to interference, though imports via Austria are 
liable to be held up pending the receipt of exchange com- 
modities. It is reported that 5,300 tons of raw cotton 
have been received by the Polish Government and dis- 
tributed to the mills for manufacture into goods which 
are then to be sold to the population through the Govern- 
ment agencies, the manufacturers being paid a small 
profit. The wool industry is resuming its activities, and 
numerous companies are already again at work. 

Two missions for the purchase of raw supplies have 
been reported, one for the purchase of wool for the manu- 
facture of cloth for the Polish army, the other sent to 
the Crimea to purchase wool there, the exchange being 
to Polish advantage, whilst purchase in England is 
rendered almost prohibitive owing to adverse exchange 
rates. Supplies of raw material have already begun to 
arrive, the first consignment of 46 trucks of wool, to 
the value of 30 million marks, being noted. 

SuGAR. 

Poland’s sugar industry is faced with a great shortage 
of raw material, the beet plantations being 31 per cent. 
less than in former years. This fact may have serious 
consequences, both industrially and commercially, as 
sugar might ordinarily have been reckoned as an export 
commodity. It may, of course, be possible to supply 
Poland’s own requirements entirely from Posen, where 
in the ceded territory the area under beet cultivation was 
45,495 hectares in 1918, and the 1917-18 beet harvest 
amounted to 952,808 tons. The sugar production of this 
area for 1917 was 154,703 tons, the output of 191 
factories. Difficulties of transport, however, are inter- 
fering seriously with the Posen industry, and earlier in 
the year the shortage of coal led to the closing of several 
factories. 

Lazpour DirFicuttiss. 


Unemployment continues to be one of the most diffi- 
cult problems in the internal affairs of Poland, and the 
danger arising from it has been seriously aggravated by 
the action of certain political parties, who have sought 
to’take advantage of the circumstances for their own 
purposes. : 

It was hoped that the improvement in the food supply 
and the general amelioration of conditions with the 
revival of trade and industry had averted any serious 
consequences. The danger, however, is now again acute, 
unemployment being once more on the increase. The 
shortage of coal las caused serious interruption in 
various industries ; and though the harvest is in, there is 
a great scarcity of food and a general lack of the neces- 
saries of life. With regard to unemployment it is of 
interest to note that the Government has entered into an 
agreement with the French Government to send 100,000 
workers to take part in the work of reconstruction in 
the liberated regions. They will be mostly land-workers, 
miners, navvies and masons. 

The eight-hour day or week of 48 hours is legally in 
force throughout Poland, and a Bill has been prepared 
with the object of establishing a general legal working 
day. Welfare Committees for Disabled Soldiers have 
been instituted by the War Ministry, for the purpose of 
looking after the welfare of the disabled, finding them 
employment and generally rendering them useful 
members of society. 


POLAND’S RESOURCES. 


Whatever may be the difficulties which have arisen 
out of the war and are incidental to the new system of 
an independent Pcland, there can be no doubt about 
the vast resources of the country. In the first place the 
forest lands occupy a total area of 31,200 square miles. 
Secondly, agriculture gives employment to the majority 
of the Polish population, 50 per cent. of the total area 
of Poland being under cultivation. In 1914 the output 
of the main agricultural products was as follows: Wheat 








620 THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


NOVEMBER 20, 1919. 
rs 





SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued. 





1,640,000 tons, rye 4,100,000 tons, barley 1,500,000 tons, 
oats 2,900,000 tons, beetroot 4,585,000 tons. In the 
production of sugar beet Poland occupied the third place 
in the world’s output. In the production of potatoes 
Poland occupied the second place in the world’s output. 
As a by-product from the potato surplus Poland has 
developed the starch industry, half the production of 
which was exported to Great britain and Scandinavia. 
As regards live stock prior to the war, according to the 
official Russian, German and Austrian statistics, United 
Poland possessed the following numbers: Horses 
7,000,000, and cattle 14,000,000 (Australia and New 
Zealand possessed the same number of cattle in the cor- 
responding year). The number of goats and sheep are 
equal to that of Roumania, viz., seven million; with 
regard to pigs Poland possessed two million more than 
France. One million pigs valued at £4,400,000 and 
cattle valued at £840,000 were exported from Galicia 
alone in 1914 to Austria. 

Mineral wealth is next in importance. The opening 
up of the rich oil wells at Boryslaw (Eastern Galicia) in 
1898 was another milestone in the evolution of the oil 
industry in Galicia. Gradually the oil lands at Poryslaw 
were covered with a forest of drilling derricks and a 
multitude of new companies and Polish and foreign 
petroleum ventures came into existence. The produc- 
tion of crude oil soon exceeded the requirements of the 
whole of Austria-Hungary New refineries were erected 
and Galician petroleum, benzine, paraffin and lubri- 
eating oils invaded the European markets. 

Rock salt is found in the district of Wicliezka, near 
Cracow, and in the district and round the city itself of 
Hohensalza (Inowroclaw). In 1907 the mine of Wie- 
liczka produced 110,260 tons of salt, i.e., 60 per cent. 
of the total output of Galicia. Poland also possesses at 
Kalusz mines of potassium salt, which are the only ones 
known in the world, with the exception of those in 
Germany: | 

Zine and lead were exported in large quantities to 
Russia, Hungary, Germany, the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America. The production of 1913 
amounted to 2,455,000 tons of zine ore ; 86,775 tons of 
zine powder; 415,300 tons of lead and 29,090 tons of 
white lead. 

PRE-WAR INDUSTRIES. 

As regards the state of Polish industries before the 
war it is necessary to mention them in their order of 
importance. 

The Textile Industry occupied by far the most im- 
portant position in late Congress Poland; compared 
with other industries its percentage was 50 both 
in value of output and in the number of work- 
men employed. The chief centres of manufacture are 
Lodz, Czenstochowa and Sosnowice, with an aggregate 
of 1,925,405 spindles and 46,761 looms. This industry 
is reviving owing to large consignments of raw cotton 
and wool having been received from the United States 
and the United Kingdom. 

Linen Industry.—The Polish linen industry is con- 
centrated in the Zyrardow factories near Warsaw, turn- 
ing out all kinds of linen goods, including underclothing, 
stockings, Jersey goods, etc. Besides the linen spinning 
and weaving there arc cotton spinning mills with about 
35,000 spindles and wool spinning mills with 800 looms. 
The value of the total output in 1913-14 was about 
£2,170,000. 

Metal Industry.—In late Congress Poland the pro- 
duction was as follows: Cast iron 418,360 metric tons, 
black steel 629,860 metric tons; rails, sheet iron, ete., 
466,715 metric tons, and wire drawn pipes 84,450 metric 
tons. 

The output of zine represented 80 per cent. of that of 
the whole of Russia. 

Other branches of the metal industry consisted of fac- 
tories producing engines. boilers, materials for building 
bridges, foundries, wire manufactories, tool-making fac- 
tories, etc : 

Timber industry There were 17.900 men engaged in 
the wood industry in the Warsaw and Czenstochowa dis- 
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tricts in 880 works; their annual output being valued at 
£2,410,000. High-class furniture was produced, 

Sugar Industry.—Before the war 53 mills were work. 
ing in late Congress Poland, working exclusively sugar 
beet, amounting in 1913 to 13,280,000 tons. 

Alcohol Industry.—tThis, like sugar, is under Gover. 
ment control. In 1913 45,000,000 gallons were obtained 
in distilleries and 10,000,000 gallons in_ breweries. 
Before the war alcohol was principally exported tg 
Russia, Lithuania, Finland, also to Great Britain. 

The Clothing Industry occupied an important part of 
the Polish industrial production, its principal branches 
being boot-making, ready-made clothing, hats, faney 
goods, ete. The annual output in 1910 was estimated 
at £5,000,000. 

Starch Industry.—The production of starch was 
carried on in 53 starch factories in 1918, and its output 
was to a great extent exported. 

The Chemical Industry, unfortunately, has been very 
little developed. This was due chiefly to the prohibitive 
duty on salt and other products impcrted from abroad, 
such as coal-tar, lead, ete., which are indispensable for 
the chemical industry, and also to the high railway tariff 
for the transport of Russian salt. I‘or this reason Con. 
sress Poland was obliged to import large quantities of 
chemicals from abroad and from Russia. In reunited 
Poland the development of the chemical industry will be 
simplified, because many of the essential raw materials 
—the absence of which in Congress Poland has so much 
hampered the growth of the chemical industry—such as 
salt, potassium salts, coke, coal-tar, and many by-pro- 
ducts of the petroleum industry, are abundant in other 
parts of re-united Poland. 


_— 
—— 


Notes on Trade 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Requla- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents then- 
selves. | 


PROPAGANDA MOVEMENT FOR FINNISH 
TRADE, 

Members of the Finnish Chamber of Commerce who 
have travelled this year in Europe and America have 
on their return been unanimous in expressing the opinion 
that very great ignorance prevails abroad in regard to 
Finland and Finnish conditions. ‘Their observations 
have called forth from business circles at Helsingfors 
a petition to the Government to take steps through 
the Finnish Legations, and especially the Press 
Attachés, to spread a more general knowledge of Fin- 
land, and to institute a propaganda on a big scale in 
favour of Finnish industry in general, and Finnish ex- 
port industries in particular. 

Several diverse suggestions have been put forward, 
one of them being a scheme for regular advertising in 
large foreign trade journals. Another suggestion is the 
preparation of pamphlets descriptive of Finland's 
resources in wood and wood manufactures, paper and 
its different branches. The main part of these pamphlets 
should, it is urged, contain statistical and diagram- 
matical accounts of the present conditions within that 
branch of industry regarding which the pamphlet is 
written. It is proposed that the pamphlet should be 
printed in English, and in sufficient quantities to be 
distributed gratis whenever necessary. This work, it 
is considered, should be entrusted to the Central 
Chamber of Commerce in Helsingfors, which is in direct 
touch with the Finnish commercial and banking world 
and with the larger selling organisations. 














GERMAN COMPETITION IN MOROCCO. 
German firms in the hardware trade are displaying 
considerable activity in Morocco, and are offering very 
advantageous terms with a view to securing business. 
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Price lists and requests for orders are being addressed 
to all the principal merchants, and a great point is being 
made of the advantage which the present low value of 
the mark confers upon foreign buyers of German goods. 
Three months credit is being freely conceded, and unless 
British fixms are prepared to do the same it may be 
very difficult for them to secure business. 

AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENTS IN THE 

COLONIAL SERVICE. 

Lord Milner, G.C.B., Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, has appointed a Committee to consider 
whether the staff of the Agricultural Departments in 
the Colonial Services is adequate and it necessary to 
recommend increases of staff; to consider whether the 
rates of salary offered to the Agricultural staff are 
adequate, and, if necessary, to suggest Improvements ; 
and to make recommendations for improving tho 
arrangements for recruiting Agricultural staffs for the 
Colonies. 

The members of the Committee are :— 

Sir Herbert Read, K.C.M.G., C.B., Assistant 

Secretary, Colonial Office, Chairman. 

Lieutenant-Celonel Sir David Prain, C.M.G., C.I.E., 

Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 
Sir Henry Birchenough, K.C.M.G., Chairman of the 
Empire Cotton-Growing Committee. : 
Professor J. B. Farmer, D.Sc., Professor of 
Imperial College of Science. — 
Sir Francis Watts, K.C.M.G., Imperial Commissioner of 
Acriculture for the West Indies. ; 
Major R. D. Furse, D.S.O., Assistant Private Secretary 
(Appointments), Colonial Office. . | 
Mr. F. L. Sidebotham, of the Colonial Office, is Secretary. 





Under 


Botany, 





COMPETITION IN THE LEVANT. 

Great efforts are being made by the Americans and 
the French to capture trade in the Levant. Italy also 
is doing a considerable amount of business, especially 
in so-called Manchester goods. 

A French-Levant Company has recently been formed 
for carrying on business in these parts. 
and France have adopted the practice of sending large 
quantities of goods to the Levant on consignment. 

It was reported from Damascus in the early August 
that there had been some export of salted casings to 
America. There had been no export during July of 
wool, although it continued to arrive in the market 
from the interior. 





SODIUM CARBONATE MANUFACTURE IN 
CANADA. 

Glass manufacturers in Canada have been largely 
dependent in the past upon the United States for thei 
supplies of glass sand and sodium carbonate. However, 
according to the United States Bureau of Mines Report, 
the new plant at Amherstburg, Ontario, Canada, at 
which sodium carbonate is to be made by the Solvay 
process, is expected to supply all of Canada’s needs for 
soda ash. The capacity of this plant is reported to be 
about 120 tons per day. Some glass sand is being 
secured from Oneida, Ontario, but it is said to be of an 
inferior grade, arfd only suitable for the manufacture of 
the cheaper grades of glassware. 

AUSTRALIAN EXCHANGE 

TRADE. 

A recent issue of the United States “‘Commerce Re- 
ports’’ states that the question of Australian exchange 
with the United States continues to be a serious barrier 
against the purchase of American merchandise by 
Australian merchants. At present the loss is equiva- 
lent to about 12 per cent.. hence the exchange has the 
effect of adding this additional amount to the tariff. 





AND AMERICAN 


Just now there is a formidable movement to make. 


Australia more of a manufacturing country, also, it 
states, to substantially increase the tariff and the pre- 
ference in favour of Great Britain. 





Both America 
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RESEARCH ASSOCIATIONS. 

We give below two lists of Research Associations 
which have been and are being formed in accordance 
with the Government scheme for the encouragement 
of scientific and industrial research. List I. consists 
of Research Associations already in existence to which 
licences have been issued by the Board of Trade under 
Section 20 of the Companies’ (Consolidation) Act, 1908. 
List II. consists of Research Associations in process 
of formation. 

L.—Researcu Associations ALREADY IN EXISTENCE. 
British Boot, Shoe and Allied Trades Research Association, 
Technical School, Abington Square, Northampton. 
Secretary: Mr. John Blakeman, M.A., M.Sc. 
British Cotton Research Association, 
LO8, Deansgate, Manchester. 
Secretary: Miss B. Thomas. 
British Empire Sugar Research Association, 
Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, London, W. 
Secretary: Mr. W. H. Giffard. 
Biitish Lron Manufacturers’ Research Association, 
Atlantic Chambers, Brazennose Street, Manchester. 
Secretary: Mr. H. S. Knowles. 
British Motor and Allied Manufacturers’ Research Associa- 
tion, 
39, St. James’ Street, London, S.W.1. 
secretary: Mr. Horace Wyatt. 
British Photographic Research Association, 
Sicilian House, Southampton Row, London, W.C.1. 
Secretary: Myr. Arthur C, Brookes. 
British Portland Cement Research Association, 
6, Lloyd’s Avenue, London, E.C.3. 
Secretary: Mr. S$. G. S. Panisset, A.C.G.I., F.C.S. 
British Research Association for the Woollen and Worsted 
Industries, 
sond Place Chambers, Leeds. 
Secretary: Mr. Arnold Frobisher, B.Sc. 
British Scientific Instrument Research Association, 
26, Russell Square, W.C.1. 
Secretary: Mr. J. W. Williamson, B.Sc. 
British Indiarubber and Tyre Manufacturers’ Research As- 
sociation, 
c,o Messrs. W. B. Peat and Co., 11, Ironmonger Lane, 
E.C.2. 
British Linen Industry Research Association, 
3, Bedtord Street, Belfast. 
Secretary: Miss M. K. Allen. 
Glass Research Association, 
7, Seamore Place, W.1. 
Secretary: Mr. E. Meigh. 
British Chocolate, Cocoa, Sugar, Confectionery and Jam 
Research Association, 
c/o The Manufacturing Confectioners’ Alliance, Ltd., 9, 
Queen Street Place, E.C.4. 
Secretary: Mr, R. M. Leonard, 

IT.—Resrarcu Associations In Process or ForMATION. 

British Music Industries Research Association. 
British Refractory Materials Researen Association. 
Briuish Non-Ferrous Metal Research Association. 
British Launderers’ Research Association. 

British Leather Trades Research Association. 

In regard to the first three above, the Memorandum 
and Articles are now betore the Board of Trade. 





SUPREME ECONOMIC COUNCIL. 

A meeting of the Supreme Economic Council is to be 
held in Rome on November 22. The British Delega- 
tion, which will be entertained by the Italian Govern- 
ment, will include the Rt. Hon. G. H. Reberts, M.P., 
Food Controller; the Rt, Hon. Cecil Harmsworth, 
M.P., Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; 
Sir Hamar Greenwood, M.P., Controller-General of the 
Department of Overseas Trade; Lord Crawford, Chair- 
man of the Wheat Commission; Mir. E. F. Wise, C.B., 
of the Ministry of Food; Mr..C. C. Parrie; Brig.-Gen. 
Manee, Ministry of Munitions; Mr, A. W. Flux, Board 
of Trade, and Sir William Goode, Director of British 
Reliet. 

Among other subjects to be discussed at the meeting 
will be the relations between the Supreme Economic 
Council and the League of Nations, the question of 
co-operation between the Allies in purchasing, the 
economie situation in South Russia, and a proposal for 
the establishment of an Internatinal Scientific Food 
Commission. 








| 
| 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN SEPTEMBER. 

In the trade returns for September, 1919, published by 
the Department of Statistics, India, imports amounted to 
£11,201,000—an increase of £1,625,000, and exports (includ- 
ing re-exports) to £20,644,000 (this figure surpassed all 
previous records)——an increase of £7,729,000 as compared 
with the corresponding month of 1918. 

There was a large decrease in the exports of food, drink, 
and tobacco, amounting to £2,528,000, mainly due _ to 
snialler shipments of food grains and tea, but raw materials 
and articles mainly unmanufactured showed a very large 
increase of £7,893,000 owing to larger shipments of raw 
cotton, hides and skins raw, raw jute and seeds; and articles 
wholly or mainly manufactured increased by £2,311,000, 
due to larger shipments of cotton twist and yarn and tanned 
hides and skins. During Septeraber of the pre-war year, 
19138, imports amounted to £11,101,000, and exports (includ- 
ing re-exports) to £13,200,000 
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CANADA. 
YIELD OF PRINCIPAL CEREAL CROPS. 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics nas issued a Bulletin, 
dated 16th October, on the yield and condition of field crops 
as reported by crop correspondents at the end of September. 

The total yield of wheat in Canada is now placed at 
193,688,000 bushels, including 174,687,000 bushels of spring 
wheat and 19,001,800 bushels of fall wheat. Upon the acreage 
sown the average yield per acre is 103} bushels for spring 
wheat, 23? bushels for fall wheat, and 111 bushels for all 
wheat. In 1918 the total yield of wheat was 189,075,350 
bushels, or 11 bushels per acre. 

For oats the average yield per acre for Canada is 27 
bushels, representing a total of 399,368,000 bushels, as com- 
pared with last year’s average of 28! bushels and total of 
426,312,500 bushels. 

Barley, with an average of 22 bushels, yields 66,443,500 
bushels, as against last year’s averaxe of 24} bushels end 
total of 77,287,240 bushels. 

Rye, with an average yield per acre of 144 bushels, yields 
the total of 8,234,100 bushels, as against 151 bushels and 
8,504,400 bushels in 1918. 

The yields in 1919 for the three rrairie Provinces are 
estimated at 161,419,000 bushels ot wheat, 246,856,000 
bushels of oats, 46,412,000 bushels of barley, and 5,954,000 
bushels of rve. 











NEW ZEALAND. 
GROWTH OF STATE FIRE INSURANCE. 


In presenting the fourteenth Annual Report of the New 
Zealand State Fire Insurance Office, the General Manager 
stated that the year 1918 was the most successful yet 
experienced. 

The total sum assured for the year amounted to 
£24,000,000, against £22,000,000 in 1917. The net income 
from all sources totalled £99,458 19s. 4d., as compared with 
£91,380 13s. for 1917, an increase of £8,078 6s. 4d. The net 
premium incomes were £90,077 7s. lld. and £85,321 7s. 
respectively, an increase of £4,756 Os. 11d. for 1918. 

The net losses were £29,871 13s. 4d. in 1918, comparing 
with £27,302 4s. 1ld. in 1917, the ratio to premium income 
heing 33-2 per cent. and 32 per cent. respectively. The 
Office was again able to show a loss ratio far below the 
average for the Dominion. The ratio of working expenses 
to premium income, exclusive of income tax, was 27:1 for 
1918, against 27:5 for 1917. 

Thé net surplus (inclusive of income-tax charges of 
£13,792 14s. 6d.), after appropriating further sums of 
£1,902 8s. 4d. to Unearned Premiums Reserve, and £1,000 
to Investment Fluctuation Reserve, amounted to £42,265 
ls. lld., as compared with £36,525 8s. 9d. for 1917. The 
total accumulated profits at the close of 1918 amounted to 
£172,988 19s., against £144,516 1ls. 7d. at the end of the 


previous year. 
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The accumulated funds at the end of 1915 amounted ty 
£214,019 18s. 2d., against £182,645 2s. 5d., an increase of 
no less than £31,374 15s. 9d. The Office assets then totalled 
£244,927, compared with £208,220 a year previous. Invest. 
ments amounted to £199,480 (of which £100,000 was in war 
loans), against £152,608 at the close of 1917. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


THE VAAL RIVER WATER-SUPPLY 
SCHEME. 


In the Annual Report of the Rand Waiter Board for the 
year ending 3lst March last, the position of the Vaal River 
Scheme is reviewed. 

tn the Board’s Annual Reports for 1913-14 and 1914-15 the 
original Vaal River Scheme, adopted by the Board and 
approved by the Union Parliament, was fully described, 
Brieily, that scheme provided for the construction of storage 
works on the Vaal River capable of impounding a quantity 
of water sufficient to yield a supply of 20,000,000 gallons a 
day for the Board’s purposes, and for the installation of 
plant and mains to deal with a first instalment of 10,000,000 
gallons a day from that source. 

The necessary statutory powers authorising the Board to 
carry out the scheme, were obtained in May, 1914, but before 
the Board could complete its arrangements for financing the 
scheme, the outbreak of war in the August following made 
it impossible to issue a loan on terms satisfactory to the 
Board, and the commencement of work on the scheme had 
to be deferred. 

During the ensuing winter season, however, the Board’s 
consumers suffered considerably owing to the scarcity of 
water, their requirements during that period having been 
frequently in excess of the available water supply. In 
order to avoid a recurrence of this undesirable state of 
affairs, and with a view to providing an insurance against 
shortage of water during the late winter and early summer 
months of each year, the Board instituted enquiries regard- 
ing the possibility of obtaining further temporary water sup- 
plies. The result of these investigations was that early in 1916 
the Board decided, in preference to developing temporary 
sources of supply at considerable cost, to proceed with the 
construction of the sterage works on the Vaal River as 
originally designed, and the installation of plant and other 
works capable of dealing, in the first instance, with a supply 
of 5,000,000 gallons a day. 

This modified scheme was put in hand in June, 1916, 
but, owing to the prolongation of the war and the im- 
possibility of obtaining the necessary machinery and plant, 
the work has been confined, so far, to the excavations at the 

barrage site on the Vaal River, and the construction of the 
concrete foundations and the piers for the barrage gates. The 
excavations and foundations are now practically completed, 
and the construction of the piers is well in hand. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the work carried out up to 
the present is common to both the original (10,000,000 
gallons a day) scheme, and the modified (5,000,600 gallon’ 
a day) schemes. In view of the altered conditions obtaining 
since the suspension of hostilities in November last, and 
the gradually improving prospect of obtaining the required 
machinery and plant, the Board recently invited tenders for 
the supply of the gates and accessories for the barrage 
works, and had under consideration at the close of the year 
the question of reverting to the original 10,000,000 gallons- 
a-day scheme, but no definite decision on this point had 
then been arrived at. 

The question of financing the Vaal River Scheme will have 
the careful consideration of the Board at an early date. 
The Board is authorised to raise a loan not exceeding 
£1,250,000 for the purposes of carrying out the scheme. This 
amount was based on estimates prepared in 1913, but would 
undoubtedly fall far short of the cost of carrying out the 
original scheme at the current prices of machinery and 
plant. As far as can be seen from estimates recently 
prepared, it would appear that the amount referred to will 
be sufficient to complete the 5,000,000 gallons scheme; but 
if the original scheme is proceeded with, it will be necessary 
for the Board to approach the Union Government with a view 
to obtaining increased borrowing powers. 

It is anticipated that the loan capital required to carty 
out the 10,000,000 gallons scheme will amount to £1,750,000, 
an increase of £500,000, but this estimate will be reviewed 
in the light of the tenders for the supply of the barrage 
gates and accessories, 
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It is felt that these tenders (which were due in August 
last), in addition to giving a definite basis for estimating 
the cost of the storage works, will afford a good indication 
of the prices at which the necessary pumping and purifica- 
tion plants and the pipe line materials can be obtained in 
the proximate future. 





CEYLON. 
PROPOSED SUGAR CULTIVATION. 


A special Sugar Committee of the Ceylon Agricultural 
Society has presented a Report recommending the establish- 
ment of sugar cultivation on the island. It is considered 
that the success of the proposal depends entirely upon the 
amount of assistance the Government will give. 

It is generally admitted that there are immense possibili- 
ties in the way of sugar cultivation in Ceylon, either from 
the palmyra palm or from the cane. Private enterprise has, 
however, lost heavily in the past, and therefore there is a 
desire for Government support by means of land concessions, 
cheap loans. and experimental mills. 

The recommendations of the Sugar Committee are:— 

1. In order to ascertain whether improvements can be 
effected in the preparation of local jaggery, two sets of 
pans of improved types should be secured from India and 
erected in central places in Jaffna, and in the Central 
Western or Southern Provinces. These pans should be 
worked experimentally at the beginning, and later leased 
to registered co-operative societies or individuals on lines 
similar to those adopted in Madras and Mysore. 

2. That an improved mill and set of pans should be 
erected in the Kalupahana cane-growing area with a view 
t improving the output from that area and with the object 
of securing reliable figures for future work. 

3. That experimental cultivation of sugar-cane under tank 
irrigation be undertaken by the Government in the dry zone 
on a sufficiently large scale to demonstrate its commercial 
possibilities and to warrant the erection of a small power mill 
and improved pans. 

4, That the Government be asked to make enquiries in 
regard to the possibility of erecting a small modern mill for 
sugar manufacture on a suitable site on the Ginganga river 
with a view to reviving the industry that has died out from 
that locality. It is possible that there are over 600 acres 
of owiti lands in this area suited to sugar-cane cultivation, 
of which some 400 acres could be cropped annually. If a 
suficient guarantee could be obtained for the cultivation 
of a definite area under sugar-cane annually, the erection 
of a small factory on a co-operative basis would be war- 
ranted. The peasants along the banks of the Ginganga are 
used to the cultivation of sugar-cane and understand its 
cultural requirements. With encouragement, it is felt that 
the industry can be revived and, despite the present high 
cost of machinery, should prove to be a commercial success. 

5. That Government be asked to favour the cultivation of 
sugar-cane within the Colony as far us possible and to con- 
sider the possibility of granting loans on easy terms for the 
erection of the necessary factories—large or small. It is 
urged that these loans should be for fairly long periods 
and with low rates of interest. In Mysore the Government, 
in order to encourage sisal cultivation, are offering, when 
a sufficient acreage has been taken up and planted with 
sisal, either to erect factories on Government account or on 
a co-operative purchase system. Arrangements on similar 
lines for sugar cultivation in this Colony would undoubtedly 
provide that stimulus which is essential for development. 

6. That Government be asked if it could specify the terms 
under which it would be prepared to lease lands for sugar- 
cane cultivation under tanks in the drier zones of the 
Colony. It is thought that capital could be interested in 
sugar cultivation at the present time; and if leases were 
given on a sufficiently large scale and with a sufficient 
tee, development would be possible. It is thought 

at a rotation of crops could be carried out, and that it 
might be stipulated that at least one-half of the area leased 
to any company or individual under irrigation works for 
sugar cultivation should be cultivated annually with paddy 
or other food crops. 








NIGERIA. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN 1918. 


According to the Statistical Abstract recently issued by 
the Statistical Branch of the Customs Department, Nigeria, 
imports to the value of £8,318,398 were received in 1918, as 
compared with £7,544,000 in the previous year. To this total 
the United Kingdom contributed £6,632,967, an increase of 
£991,967 over 1917, and £854,788 cume from the United 
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States as compared with £698,000 during the preceding 
twelve months. 
Exports. 


Since 1900 the value of Nigeria’s export trade has 
increased from £1,886,883 to £9,511,970 (excluding specie) 
in the year under review. Exports for 1918 (including 
specie) total £9,564,858, an increase of £1,082,858 over the 
previous year’s figures. | 

The following statement shows the quantity and value of 
aes native products exported, as compared with 
vit w= 


1918. 1917. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity Value. 
£ £ 

Benniseed, tons .......... 42 696 273 2,876 
Capsicums, cwt. ......... 168 215 63 92 
Cocoa, cwt. ........ 204,382 235,870 308,841 499,004 
Cocoa butter, Ib. ......... 20,358 131 — — 
ee, ee 7,083 9,278 5,057 6,332 
Corn or maize, cwt. ...... 8,098 3,696 17,515 4,367 
Cotton lint, cwt. ......... 13,214 97,399 47,137 234,338 
Cotton seed, tons ...... 405 15,412 1,861 38,800 
Ground nuts, tons ...... 07,554 920,137 50,334 710,308 
Gum arabic, cwt. ....... 1,891 1,100 663 304 
Gutta-percha, cwt. ...... 3,696 12,678 1,766 5,948 
ntaye? hea, Oe 204 =11,296 25 843 
Kola nuts, centals ..... 4,526 4,466 2,813 2,290 
Mahogany, logs ......... 9,016 68,480 3,739 21,282 
Palm kernels, tons ...... 205,167 3,226,306 185,998 2,581,702 
Pee Gel, 6008 ..........:. 86,425 2,610,448 74,619 1,882,997 
Piassava (fibre) tons...... 379 5,645 261 3,598 
IE | singcievniasicges 15,265 13,337 
I TRS xissenasncsconcs 352,504 19,667 878,281 32,350 
Shea butter, tons ..... 124 4,863 495 13,191 


Tin ore, tons 8294 1,770,003 9,966 1,485,887 


eee eer ener ee 


MESOPOTAMIA. 
GUMS, LIME AND BITUMEN RESOURCES. 


The Revenue Commissioner, Mesopotamia, has recently 
prepared Reports dealing with certain commercial products 
of Mesopotamia, from which the following notes have been 
made : — 








Gum TRAGACANTH. 


The most valuable gums are the gum tragacanths, which 
are produced by tapping small shrubs. These shrubs appear 
to grow all over the mountains of Southern Persia, and from 
there through the entire mountainous region which runs 
North-West along the frontiers of Mesopotamia, comprising 
such areas as Northern Arabistan, Luristan-Pust-i-Kut 
Country, and Kurdistan. 

The most important collecting centre for Baghdad is 
Suleimanaya, the capital of the Suleimanaya district of 
Kurdistan, situated about 180 miles to North-East of 
Baghdad. In this area there is a regular trade in this 
gum for the Baghdad market. 
~ The method of tapping the bushes is as follows :— 

The Kurds first burn all the leaves off the bushes, then 
expose the roots, cut incisions in the roots, and leave for a 
week or so; they then return and collect the gum which 
exudes from the roots. 

The first tapping produces white gum of the best quality, 
second and subsequent tappings, gums of yellow colours 
and inferior quality. Excessive tappings weaken and may 
kill the bushes if done to excess. 

The Kurds bring the gum to Suleimanaya, where it is 
bought by local merchants, who export it to Baghdad on 
pack transport in caravans, and sell to Baghdad merchants. 
These merchants export to England and other foreign 
countries. The local Customs authorities levy a 125 per 
cent. tax on the market value in Suleimanaya. 

The northern mountainous Kurdish country in the Musul 
Vilayet is a mass of mountains and valleys. The mountains 
are covered with scrub evergreen oak forest, and the higher 
hills and plateaux are full of these gum bushes (called 
quweyni or guni in Kurdish). 

In spite of the prevalence of these bushes, no organised 

trade appears to exist, although Persian merchants are said 
to have come down off and on in the past to exploit these 
gums. 
” The distance from Mosul town to this gum-bearing 
country is from 50 to 100 miles. All transport at present is 
on pack animals, but three unmetalled roads up to the hill 
country have been constructed. The country is at present 
wild and unsettled, but with the introduction of law and 
order, the opening up of the country by means of roads and 
the construction of a railway to Mosul, which means direct 
rail from Mosul to Basrah, the exploitation of gums in this 
country should be possible in the near future. 
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An article, written in 1903 in a book describing Agriculture 
in the Baghdad Vilayet, states that the export from Baghdad 
in 1887 was 641,250 kilogrammes (=130 tons), and in 189¢ 
it had decreased to 39 tons. 

A second kind of gum is produced from a large tree, 
which grows throughout the part of Kurdistan now under 
British occupation. The tree is known as Buttom by the 
Arabs and Gkraswan by the Kurds. It grows to a great 
size, 50 feet high and up to 8 feet in girth. It is found 
scattered throughout the valleys only, especially near the 
villages in the forests. ; 

The tree produces edible fruits (sold for food and for 
extraction of oil in Mosul, Baghdad, and all other local 
markets of any size in Northern Mesopotamia), and also 
this gum, called elk (elch) in Arabic. 

The method of tapping this elch gum is by making long 
incisions in the trunks of the trees, and placing some 
receptacle underneath to catch the exuding gum. 

A regular trade in this gum exists in the Suleimanaya 
district of Kurdistan, but no trade whatever in the northern 
part of Kurdistan which falls in the Mosul Vilayet, although 
Buttom trees abound in the valleys of that country. 

The bulk of elch gum is exported direct from the 
Suleimanaya district by caravan to Aleppo, where it is ased 
for sizing cloth. Some portion comes to Baghdad. There is no 
foreign export of this gum from Baghdad; it is all used up 
locally for sizing cloth, local medicines, as a local chewing 
gum, and in the manufacture of arrack liquor from dates. 

There is no doubt that very large amounis of this gum 
could be collected from the areas mentioned, under condi- 
tions similar to those already described for the gum 
tragacanth. 

Lime AND BITUMEN. 


Crude bitumen and limestone highly impregnated with 
bitumen occur in deposits round Hit in almost unlimited 
quantities. But before these articles can be put upon the 
market they need to be treated. The limestone needs to be 
burnt to make lime, and the bitumen has to be refined by 
boiling. The secrets of both processes are at present known 
only to local experts, without whose co-operation, in the 
absence of scientific advice, nothing can be done. 

The fuel which is used both for burning and boiling is a 
form of bitumen known as Siyalli. This is a semi-liquid 
and highly oxidised form of bitumen, very inflammable, 
which comes spontaneously to the surface in the wells round 
Hit, and is there collected and used as fuel. It may be 
said that ali bitumen which comes or has come to the surface 
is in this state. But if not used, the Siyalli partially 
solidifies. In its partially solidified state it passes into 
three forms, known locally as Gussat, Abu Julail, and 
Aswad, all three being collectively termed Gir, a name which 
is also given to the fine article which is also prepared in 
three qualities, viz.: (1) Sfah; (2) Sbaba; and (3) Suwad. 

These three qualities differ among themselves according 
to the proportions of the three ingredients used and the 
length of time for which they are subjected to the boiling 
process, The proportions are one of the secrets jealously 
guarded by the Hit fraternity. But the right proportions 
being given, Sfah and Sbaba are boiled for a period of from 
1 to 3 days, and Suwad for a period of from 4 to 8. 

The two former are used for making shakturs, and as 
abiyahs, caulking, making water pots, etc. Suwad is em- 
ployed for building and in road-making. 

Sfah and Sbaba can be delivered at Hit at Rs.11 per ton, 
and Suwad at Rs.20 and upwards. Freight on all qualities 
to Fallujah is Rs.12 per ton, the taxes payable to Govern- 
ment being throughout omitted from the reckoning. 

The Turks used to levy a tax of Rs. 2-8-0 per ton on 
bitumen exported from Hit, and a fee at varying rates on 
each kiln of lime burnt. They also realised a bewildering 
series of minor taxes in their usual penny-wise fashion. To 
meet the present situation the authorities have put the right 
to export up to auction, and now take Rs.4-8-0 per ton of 
bitumen exported. This is the best temporary expedient 
which could be devised, but cannot and should not be 
permanent. 

It is clear from the above that the conditioning factor is 
the quantity of fuel, viz., Siyalli, available. According to 
the figures given the natural yield of this, at the different 
springs, is about 60 tons a month. This is the summer 
yield; the winter yield is 50 per cent. less. To make one 
ton of lime takes from one-tenth to one-fifth ton of Siyalli, 
according to the season, while the refining of bitumen per 
ton takes from one-twentieth to one-tentn of a ton of Siyalli, 
according to season. On the natural output of Siyalli there- 
fore not more than 300 to 150 tons of lime and 600 to 300 
tons of bitumen could be produced. Since, however, while 
the whole output was reserved for the army, these figures 
were very largely exceeded, it seems probable that more 
Siyalli is really obtainable than the figures given would 
show. 
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EUROPE. 


GERMANY. 
POSITION OF THE CEMENT INDUSTRY. 


The vital interests of the German Cement industry are 
bound up in the coal and transport problems of to-day, anq 
the capacity of production is dependent upon these tyo 
important factors. About half of the factories are closed 
down on account of cval shortage. 

Up to Ist September the coal allotted to this industry 
amounted to 150,000 tons a month, but actual allotment; 
never reached this figure, On an average only about. 40 pe, 
cent. of this allotment was forthcoming, and at the mogt 
favourable period since the revolution, e.g., in the month 
oi July this year, the amount was 90,000 tons. 











CoAaL SHORTAGE. 

Such works as were dependent upon their coal supply by 
water were in a more favourable position than those de. 
pendent upon the railways, as they were to a certain extent 
able to rely on a steady supply. 

Thus the coal shortage occasions irregular deliveries of 
coal due to transport difficulties, and also deliveries of un. 
suitable coal, both factors preventing systematic plans of 
work and export being carried out. From Ist September 
the cual allotment was reduced from 150,000 to 75,000 tons, 

In peace time, when one could rely on the quality of coal, 
the cement industry calculated on a 50 per cent. consumption 
of coal in production in a well-run concern. To-day one 
must calculate on a 60-65 per cent. consumption of coal. With 
the 75,000 ttons cf coal which were available from lst 
September, one can reckon, taking a basis of 50 per cent,, 
that under the most optimistic circumstances 150,000 tons of 
cement per month at the most can be produced. But this 
150,000 tons forms a very small percentage of the demand, 
which in the last few menths has risen appreciably. 


DEMAND FOR CEMENT. 
The following figures giving the demand for cement in tons 
during the last five months are interesting :— 


Tons. 
i  sciviesnbinetiesisaanteantanencnieelas 700,000 
BE cn, inteien dete mucnhcasoseakuneuaenle 650,000 
TEE “gana: dieeeiabightenecarnsamekehttaewecees 818,000 
BEE . annexdknndinnianmnsdersesmenienserss 880,000 
RY senxannveinewesasebeertensnenien 994,000 


Thus under the most favourable conditions there is a 
monthly supply of 150,000 tons to meet a monthly demand 
of, roughly, 1,000,000 tons, 

The production is divided among the three Unions of the 
German Cement Union, namely, the North German, the 
Rhine-Westphalian, and the South German, so that about 
half falls tu the North German Union and a quarter to each 
of the remaining two Unions. With the disproportionate 
ratio between the supply and the tremendous and ever: 
increasing demand, the careful distribution of stocks of 
cement is a factor of the utmost importance, An extensive 
organisation to deal with the distribution of cement has 
been built up. The individual Unions have set up “‘sale 
centres,”’ to which all demands for cement must be directed. 

There are no particular difficulties in the labour question 
in the cement industry, although the available labour cannot 
be fully employed owing to the limited output of cement. 4 
recent advance in the price of cement has now made prices 
consistent with the costs of production. 

PRICES. 

The upward move in prices since the revolution is givel 
in the following table of maximum prices fixed by the 
Government Commissioner. 

A.—For delivery to the Army authorities and State 
buildings in the districts of the various Cement Unions:— 

Per 10,000 kg. 


Mks. 
Ne 735 
BE I, I ccvisccncrevessscenceenns 885 
lst May, 1919 POUT CITT UT TIT CT TT 1,135 
NE a 1,165 
ES BE xiscnssvesvieserscensneens 1,465 


B.—ix‘or delivery to other cement consumers. 
1.—In the district of the North German Cement Union:— 


Per 10,000 kg. 
Mks. 
SS EE Ee ee 805 
ee Bree 955 
PT snicindicserindedsveronaieie 1,205 
PN TE acct cdscsssecswnaiesaics 1,235 


Rot Aaees, TOES ........06cccececeeseens 1,535 
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9.—In the district of the Rhine-Westphalian Cement Union: 
Per 10,000 kg. 


Mks. 
ee NE, TD hasevnncasocecccsssecs 760 
let April, i919 .......... vinenenaenanens 910 
Ss MEY siiikavnvicdcscnsccesccusins 1,160 
GR TED sinkinkescinicnneavninens 1,190 
II siiasncdsdcaccescnanaens 1,510 


3 —In the district of the South German Cement Union; 


Per 10,000 kg. 


Mks. 
Ist Getober, T9IG — ..........00...0000.. 805 
i Ce EP  dnhepikacnenmonnanbenens 955 
ME Nahicecusinacnsaduswonmbanse 1,205 
BE PN, To nddcesciccesacvcnenes 1,235 
BOG DI, TRO ks csvecicseccesscsess . 1,535 








GREECE. 
TRADE AT THE PIR-EUS. 


(From W.M. Commercial Secretary.) 





ATHENS. 

The Pireus Custom-house receipts during September, 
1919, were :— 
3.728,581-45 drachmas in paper from imports. 

259,760:25 drachmas in fees (/.e., clearing papers, etc.). 

450,587°25 drachmas in gold. 

The above represent the net amounts collected at the 
Pireus Custom House for the month of September, 1919. 
Compared with the corresponding month of last year, the 
following excess is shown for the present year, viz. :— 

On imports, an excess of 1,371,319:70 drachmas. 
On fees, an excess of 78,604°20 drachmas. 
In gold, an excess of 198,529-25 drachmas. 





REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA. 
FOREIGN TRADE, 1918-19. 


Writing in the semi-official journal, “Borba,” of Tiflis, 
the Under-Secretary of State for Finance in the Republic 
of Georgia, discusses the foreign wrade of Georgia and 
furnishes some interesting figures drawn up by the Customs 
and the Statistical Department of the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, as to the value of the imports and exports of 
that country. 

The values quoted are in roubles, and the currency 
referred to is probably Caucasian Bonds. The article states 
that during the period Ist June, 1918, to Ist June, 1919, the 
value of the tctal foreign trade of Georgia was as follows :— 


IE. sinicsvvnsenassonercane Rs.366,897 ,167 
IN cd nacntasassesenessecons Rs.257 ,559,000 


The excess of imports over exports was_ therefore 
Rs.1U9,339,167, or 42:4 per cent. 

Commenting on these figures, the Under-Secretary 
remarks that they relate to the first year of a totally new 
period of independence for Georgia, wnen the economic and 
political conditions were such that the creation of any 
properly-organised system was impossible. 

Under the present circumstances it has, he states, proved 
absolutely necessary for the State to interfere and fix the 
quotas of various categories of goods for export. Control is 
therefore at present exercised over manganese, tobacco, 
cocoons, timber, and other articles. Over certain of these a 
State monopoly has been established, and the tendency will 
probably be from a purely permit system towards state 
monopolies. 

The chief goods imported so far as quantity is concerned 
are agricultural produce and food products, the import value 
of which was 35 per cent. of the total imports. Exports of 
similar classes of goods amounted to 25°6 per cent. of the 
value of the total exports. Manufactured goods of general 
use, such as textiles, boots, etc., come next on the list and 
account for 23-3 per cent. of the total imports, and 18:5 
per cent. of the total exports. 

Among the exports, tobacco, products of tobacco, wine, 
spirit, and brandy occupy the most prominent place. Tobacco 
exports amount to 44-7 per cent. of the value of the total 
exports. Spirits and beverages account for 9:4 per cent. The 
commoditics mentioned above added together give a total of 
o4 per cent. of the total exports. 

6 maintains that an examination of the foreign trade of 
Georgia during the year under review shows that, despite 
political difficulties, blockade obstacles and the economic 
isolation of the country, she has successfully grappled with 
economic problems, and is in a fair way to establish her 
economic. equilibrium. 











IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


SOUTH RUSSIA. 
ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL SITUATION. 


In an interview which a Russian newspaper secured with 
the Chief of the Department of Trade and Industry of the 
Armed Ferces in South Russia on 25th September, the in- 
dusirial situation in the country is reviewed. 

After the departure of the Bolsheviks from South Russia, 
this authority states that, from a technical point of view, 
the industrial establishments were in a fairly tolerable 
condition. Only an insignificant number of the works and 
factories were destroyed, many were in working order, the 
machinery, etc., being intact, and some even possessed stocks 
of raw materials. With the exception of a few directors and 
engineers who were shot or taken away as hostages by the 
Bolsheviks, the technical staffs remained at their posts. 

Workmen at the present moment are very scarce, but 
more will put in an appearance as soon as operations are 
resumed. Nevertheless it is impossible to re-start work on 
a desirable scale at once owing to the absence of fuel and 
disorganisation of railway transport. 








COAL SUPPLY. 

The Department of Commerce and Industry has intro- 
duced a system regulating the coal industry similar to that 
now in vogue in the United Kingdom, and special com- 
mittees have been organised. This is not tantamount, the 
Chief explains, to the nationalisation of the coal industry, 
but is simply a means of regulating the output and supply 
of fuel and electrical energy. 

The situation in the Donetz basin as regards the output 
of coal was catastrophical a short time ago. Against 
400,000 tons required monthly only 130-150,000 tons were 
produced. The Special Conference on Fuel took vigorous 
steps in order to increase the output, and with this aim 
42,000,000 roubles were advanced for the purchase of food 
for the workmen, and at the same time over 50 miles of 
narrow gauge line for the transport of coal from the mines 
to the railway stations was handed over to the collieries. 

When retreating the Bolsheviks took away all the horses 
from the mines, and the military authorities were obliged 
to come to the assistance of the collieries by supplying mules 
which had been received from abroad. 

In order to obtain more intensive work a special mining 
Inspector has been appointed whose duties are to see that 
full activities are resumed at the mines. These measures 
have already given good results, the monthly output has 
reached 400,000 tons and the stocks on the surface consist 
of about 330,000 tons of bituminous coal, and over one 
million tons of anthracite coal. Unfortunately cartage to 
the railway stations still presents difficulties. 

With a view to a_ better distribution of coal and 
anthracite the Government have combined forces with the 
Don Government. While they retain their indepen- 
dence they are conforming to the general plan of 
distribution for the whole country. This measure is 
considered of primary importance, as while on _ the 
one hand Russian consumers are receiving only 30 per 
cent. of their requirements the Don authorities have been 
allowing the export of anthracite to Turkey. Before this 
scheme of co-operation certain foreign markets were being 
supplied with coal, while Odessa was at the same time forced 
to cut down trees on her boulevards and to using the port 
estecade and telegraph poles as firewood. In the meantime 
8,000 tons of coal have been despatched to Odessa, 


OIL. 


The condition of the oil industry has been brought to the 
notice of the public recently by an unfortunate incident— 
the outbreak of a large fire at the oil reservoirs at Grozny 
station. This fire was caused by carelessness, as a warning 
issued by the Department of Ways and Communications to 
clear the railway lines and station-yards of spilt naphtha, 
was disregarded. Fortunately the fire was kept within 
bounds. All specialists and available fire extinguishing 
appliances were immediately despatched to Grozny. 

All the oil belonged to the Vladikavkaz Railway Company, 
which has incurred losses aggregating tens of millions of 
roubles. The fire, however, will have no effect on the sup- 
plies to the army as only a portion of the reservoirs belong- 
ing to the railway have been destroyed. 

The stocks of oil amounting to several hundred thousand 
tons belonging to private firms were not touched by the fire. 


DEVELOPMENT oF Locat INDUSTRIES. 


According to the views expressed by the Chief of the 
Department of Trade and Industry, the most simple and 
healthy way to develop local industries is to keep them well 
supplied with orders, rather than to subsidise them. The 
more home industries are developed, the higher will rise the 
rouble. This side of the question is now entering upon a 
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new phase,.as a Commission is being formed to develop cer- 
tain industries by placing orders for the supply of the Army. 
This institution, it is stated, will be granted very large 
powers, will be free from all control and financial restric- 
tions, and will no doubt at once give the necessary impetus 
to the supply of the army and also to the development of 
industries. Representatives of all Government Departments 
concerned will be delegated to this Commission, and also 
members of the Unions of towns, Zemstvos (District Coun- 
cils), Munition Committees, and representatives of Trade 
and Industry. The Commission will give attention to the 
question of repairs of railway locomotives. With this object 
in view private firms requiring transport will be allowed to 
take over damaged rolling stock, repair them at their own 
expense at private works, and afterwards employ them for 
their own use. 


_ —t— 


UKRAINE WHEAT AND RYE HARVEST. 

The following report on the Ukraine harvest for 1919 has 
been received from the British Economic Mission in South 
Russia. 

The figures are in millions of pouds (62 pouds=1 ton). 
For purposes of comparison the average annual yield 
for the period 1911-1915 is also given. 











Average 
i819. 1911-1915. 
million pouds. million pouds. 

Taurida ..... ......... 90 
Kherson ............. 140 65:4 
Ekaterinoslay _...... 65 73°5 
a, 60 41-6 
Tchernigov _........ 15 1°8 
A 34°5 36:0 
Kharkoff _............. 52-5 44-8 
Volhynia ........ .... 24 18°6 
Podolia _............... 423°5 39-6 
Bessarabia ........... 40 33°9 

eee 550 418°6 


Wheat plus old stocks 200 








There are also available 200 million pouds of old stocks. 
RYe. 

The Ukraine rye harvest is given as 288 million pouds, as 
compared with an average of 262 million pouds in the period 
1911-1915. This, together with old stocks of 100 million 
pouds, gives a total of 388 million pouds. 





>, SCANDINAVIA. 


THE BALANCE OF TRADE. 
(From the British Legation.) 





CHRISTIANIA. 


The resumption of trade in freer forms has brought a flood 
of goods into Scandinavia, and Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark are therefore now working with an extremely un- 
favourable trade balance. There is still little prospect of 
exports getting under way, and what there are only slightly 
cover foreign purchases. Some of them, it is true, may be 
regarded as transit goods, but as stocks were so greatly 
exhausted during the war, we can in the main include new 
purchases in the consumption account, 


DENMARK’sS ImPoRTs AND Exports. 

Both Sweden and D2nmark are in the position that they 
can measure their trade balances in money. In the first 
half of 1919 the imports of Denmark reached one milliard 
kroner, whilst her imports during the whole of 1914 were 
only about 718 millions. During the first half of this year 
the exports were only 282 millions, whilst during the whole 
of 1914 they were only about 780 millions. 

In other words, the balance of imports in the first half of 
this year was more than 700 million kroner. At the end of 
1918 the total net assets of Denmark in foreign countries 
were estimated at about 852 million kroner, but in six 
months of the present year the imports have thus practically 
consumed the whole of the above surplus of the payment 
balance of that country. 


PosITION OF SWEDEN. 

In this respect the position of Sweden is better. Taking 
the published returns for Swedish foreign trade for July, 
and combining these with the average prices for 1917, the 
foll-wing values for imports and exports in millions of 
kroner are arrived at:— 

July, 1918. July, 1919. 
I. 3 sien ncdieendunvatedicn 66 278 
IL -dcitcnacncuksanminaeies 108 152 
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For the period January to July the corresponding figures 
are as follows: — 


1918. 1919. 
Re ee 417 1,005 
BENE tdnshnnadixusinenensnes 637 608 


lor the past seven months of the present year Sweden hag 
thus an import surplus of nearly 400 million kroner. Last 
year there was an export surplus of 220 million kroner, In 
this connection, however, it must be remembered that the 
average prices for 1917 are here included, and the ‘‘Stock. 
holm Dagblad”’ considers that it can be confidently taken 
for granted that Sweden’s import surplus this year, during 
the above-mentioned period, will closely approach, or perhaps 
exceed, 500 million kroner. Yet even this is considerably legs 
than the Danish import surplus, which fact is specially con- 
nected with the comparatively large Swedish exports. 

Position oF Norway. 

Norway's commercial and solvency balance is more difficult 
—not to say impossible to determine—as her trade statistics, 
inter alia, are distinguished by the fact that they merely 
state quantity and weight. From the greatly increased 
import quantities it can only be concluded that the import 
values have risen considerably, and that since last autumn 
an appreciable difference in the trade balance to her dis- 
favour has been reached. In the last year for which assess- 
ment of the value of Norway’s foreign trade is available, 
viz., 1917, the imports were 1,661 million kroner, and exports 
791 millions. In other words, the import surplus, even in 1917, 
when so many restraints were laid on trade, was about one 
milliard kroner. Now that so many restrictions in foreign 
countries have ceased and the flood of goods has begun in 
earnest, the balance has undoubtedly risen considerably 
higher, far higher than in any of her neighbouring countries. 
The latest available statement of the quantities for the 
first half of the present year shows rising imports and falling 
exports, and both incoming and outgoing trade have now 
the effect of weakening her trade balance. 


EFFECT OF IMPORTS AND FALLING EXcHANGE. 


Norway’s solvency balance was estimated some time last 
year at 1,800 million kroner in her favour. Her economic 
position at that time was strong externally, and she could 
view the future with some degree of confidence. But the 
last year, with its falling rates of exchange for Norwegian 
values, and the increase in imports, show that the favour- 
able position was merely of a transitory character, Certainly 
a large decrease has already been made in the balance, but to 
what extent it is impossible, as stated above, to determine. 


~ AFRICA. 


FRENCH SOMALILAND. 


PROSPECTS OF BRITISH TRADE. 
(From the British Legation.) 
Apis ABABA. 

Large stocks of hides and coffee accumulated at Jibouti 
during the war owing, not so much to the difficulty of 
obtaining transport (though this cause was doubtless con- 
tributory), but to the prohibition of import into Great 
Britain and France. These stocks have been disposed of 
since the Armistice. Some .7,000 tons went to Massowah in 

dhows in 1918, and the rest has since gone to France. 


IMPORTS. 


The quantity of imported goods has decreased about 20 per 
cent. in proportion to pre-war imports. The value has 
remained more or less stationary in view of increase In 
prices, The imports for 1919 ought to show a considerable 
increase, especially in building materials. 

Great Britain has lost her place almost entirely as an 
exporter of cotton goods to Jibouti. In ordinary trade cloth 
(abujedid) Japan has obtained about 80 per cent. of the 
Manchester trade, and India the remaining 20 per cent. 
Japan has also obtained 50 per cent. of the trade in cotton 
thread, but has failed in her efforts to manufacture calico 
and twill. 











BritisH PROSPECTS. 


The general opinion at Jibouti is that, however much trade 
restrictions and lack of transport may have contributed to 
loss of British trade, if Great Britain now wishes to regain 
her position she must not only reduce prices, which are from 
50 to 75 per cent. higher than the Japanese, but must also 
study fundamentally the requirements of the market. For 
this purpose cotton manufacturers should combine and send 
out a representative to report technically thereon. 

Cutlery, ironmongery, glass, porcelain, and paper are 
urgently required. Japan supplies tumblers. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
TRADE WITH GERMANY. 


The Department of Commerce has made public figures 
showing the extent to which trade with Germany is being 
radually resumed. Exports to Germany in July totalled 
9.426,742 dols., against imports of 291,166 dols. Exports to 
Germany in May totalled 60,814 dols., against imports of 
99,330 dols., and in June exports totalled 8,758,013 dols., 
against imports of 266,996 dols. 

Principal in the American shipments to Germany in July 
were 3,0/8,214 lb. of bacon, valued at 1,099,824 dols., and 
1,288,770 lb. of lard, valued at 415,432 dols. The Depart- 
ment’s figures showed another important item in the ship- 
ments, condensed and evaporated milk, totalling 574,544 Ib. 
in July, with an estimated value of 7,203 dols. 

Other American commodities shipped to Germany in July 
were 16,000 dols. of cotton cloth, 132,813 dols. of canned 
beef, and 35,667 dols. of pickled beef, 110,500 dols. of oleo- 
compounds, 266,331 dols. of mait, 49,000 dols. of oleo- 
margarine, 40,000 dols. of canned vegetables, tallow, pork, 
and other meats, corn oil, corn starch, men’s wearing apparel, 
household effects, oleo oil, and other necessities. 











PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
LOREIGN TRADE IN 1918-19. 


Full returns of Philippine foreign trade for the year 
ending 30th June, 1919, just compiled and made available 
by the Bureau of Insular Affairs of the War Department, 
show still further increases in the value of both imports and 
exports over the already exceptional totals of the previous 
ear. Soaring prices, however, have made values a less 
trustworthy guide than in normal times, and a detailed 
review of the figures shows in the closing months less favour- 
able trade conditions than characterised the latter part of 
the war period, with the trade of the year as a whole— 
notably in the case of exports—made up of a blending of 
culminating war activities and of reaction following the 
Armistice. 

The import total reached the sum of 107,774,263 dols., or 
about 30 per cent. more than that of the previous year, and 
about double the pre-war average; but advancing prices 
rather than increased volume of business was the leading 
factor in the larger figures. An important exception, how- 
ever, is to be noted in the machinery trade, which more 
than doubled in value and was conspicuously made up of oil- 
extracting and sugar machinery, large imports of which, for 
the development of leading export industries of the islands, 
represent both a present and a future importance to Philip- 
pine trade. The important trade in cotton textiles, on the 
other hand, fell far below the phenomenal quantity of 1918, 
and, at eyually exceptional prices, declined to very small 
proportions in the latter half of the year. 

Imports of rice were somewhat smaller in quantity, but at 
an increase of over two million dollars in value, and these 
figures cover a condition of much gravity still pending in the 
islands. A disastrous shortage in production in the great 
rice-exporting countries and generally throughout the East 
was early realised, and the Philippine Government relieved 
the price situation by temporary suspension of import duties 
pending the harvesting of the reduced crop of last winter. 
Prices, however, continued to advance with the depletion of 
the inadequate stocks doled out under embargoes and trade 
limitations imposed by exporting countries, until at the end 
of the year under review rice was selling in Manila at nearly 
double the already high figure prevailing at the beginning, 
and, with relief from the new-crop harvest still some months 
distant, the Islands and the Orient generally are confronted 
with a food problem the most acute in recent times. 

The export total of 122,729,238 dols. somewhat. exceeded 
that of 1918, but it is of interest to note that of this huge 
sum less than 40 per cent. is credited to the latter half of the 
year, and in this fact is to be found some measure of the 
slowiag down of the war-stimulated export trade and the 
reaction of the Armistice period. ~ Reduced quantities and 
declining prices of hemp and coconut oil, the two leading 
exports, virtually explain this reduced total of the latter 
part of the vear. 





Hemp. 


Of the reduced hemp shipments for the year as a whole, 
the unprecedented quantity of 96,380 long tons was exported 
during the first six months, and only 36,268 long tons in ihe 
closing six months, with the price movement generally down- 
ward throughout, following the termination of Government- 
ixed prices. There was also a marked decline in production 
in the latter half of the year, attributable to a typhoon in 
the hemp-producing districts late in December, and to un- 
Satisfactory market conditions. 








IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 
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A further element in reduced exports is to be found in 
exceptionally heavy accumulations of stocks in the islands, 
and the close of the year found this—the leading Philippine 
export industry—still under the depression of the Armistice 
period and awaiting the arrested world demand for raw 
materials and the resumption of normal trade with the final 
coming of peace, 


Coconut OIL. 


The remarkable development of the coconut oil manufactur- 
ing industry was the outstanding activity of the year, and 
touched the foreign trade figures at various points. Imports 
of oil-mill equipment furnished the leading item in the 
machinery total, while exports of oil became a close rival of 
hemp for leadership in the islands’ trade. This reacted upon 
the important copra trade of the past, which virtually dis- 
appeared in the latter half of the year, while in the same 
period the islands, with a pre-war record of one of the largest 
copra producers for export in the world, passed into the 
ranks of the importers. Imports during the closing six 
months amounted to 17,093 long tons—chiefly from Dutch 
East Indies, while shipments at the end of the year had 
dwindled to merely nominal amounts from the outlying 
southern ports to the neighbouring market of Singapore. 


SuGAR. 


The Armistice proved highly beneficial to the sugar trade. 
Distance from the important markets operated unfavourably 
to the participation of Philippine sugar in the general high 
prices of the war period, but with the release of tonnage 
and declining freights following the Armistice, local prices 
refiected an increasingly larger share of the continued high 
prices of the great consuming centres. The average figure 
realised was 4:3 cents per lb. as compared with 2°6 cents for 
the earlier half of the year, but unfortunately the estimated 
out-turn of the new crop, owing to weather conditions, has 
been reduced very low, and shipments in the latter half of 
the year at these higher prices were exceptionally light. 
Another and a permanent factor in Philippine sugar prices 
is the increasing output of high-grade sugars. Centrifugals 
comprised twenty-seven per cent. of the quantity of sugar 
exported during the year, and realised an average price of 
a cent and three-quarters a pound above the open-kettle 
product that it is steadily supplanting. 





LATIN AMERICA. 








SALVADOR. 
UNITED STATES GOLD COINAGE AND 


BANK NOTES. AS LEGAL TENDER. 

A Decree in the ‘‘Diario Oficial’? of San Salvador, dated 
12th September, makes United States gold and notes legal 
tender in San Salvador, and their acceptance by the banks 
in payment of credits and drafts obligatory. 

For the above purposes two colons will be considered 
equal to one dollar. If, on the raising of the moratorium on 
bank notes, the gold coinage representing multiples of the 
colon should not yet have been issued, the banks are required 
to change their bank notes for United States gold at the 
ratio of two colons for one dollar. 


ai. 


- 


DUTCH GUIANA. 








EXPORTS FROM SURINAM, JANUARY- 


JUNE. 
Exports from Surinam for June and the first six months 
of 1919 and 1918 were: — 


June, 1919. Total lst six months. 


1919. 1918. 

kgs. kes. kgs. 
en re 14,422 127,869 170,013 
NID  saicsunninaeesaeanenen’ 385,969 888,363 1,288,920 
SID hancnncncnsnabonevemuans 624,090 2,366,511 622 
PIES nsmisbannneioinen-eemets 18,991 307 ,317 622 
TEE ctinnadunenamucooumuiena 307 ,317 307 ,317 622 
Sugar (lst quality) ...... 81,909 1,671,159 5,204,039 
Sugar (2nd quality) ... — 132,180 116,226 
NG scttdenncadinnbensnetin . 10,595 16,805 6,045 
Letter-wood ...... enamel 444 704 6,245 

Rum or spirits 50 per 

TS wocccmratinn litres 36,434 173,639 299 ,060 
NE eicinesniennaie grammes 27,600 247 437 183,553 


— 
_—— 
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British and Foreign Steamship Services. 





POST-WAR RESUMPTION AND EXTENSION. 
INFORMATION FROM BRITISH AND FOREIGN PORTS. 





In view of the great activity prevailing in the ship- 
building industry and the strenuous efforts which are being 
made to provide mercantile fleets wherewith to capture as 
large a portion of the world’s trade as possible, a brief 
review of the leading steamship services now available, and 
some indication of the probable sources of future competi- 
tion, should prove of interest. 

The absence of German rivalry, which was so increasingly 
in evidence on some of the main ocean routes before the 
war, affords shipowners a good many opportunities, and the 
manner in which British owners or their rivals take 
advantage of them will be keenly watched during the next 
few years. 

Several articles have appeared in the ‘‘Journal’’ during 
the past few months dealing with shipbuilding developments 
in various parts of the world. The growth of the American 
and Japanese Mercantile Marine have been duly emphasised. 
Those en “Shipbuilding During the War” (“Journal,’’ 30th 
Uciober, p. 530), ‘‘American Shipbuilding’ (23rd October, 
p. 005), and ‘‘Australian Shipbuilding Developments”? (2nd 
October, p. 424), are among the more recent, and will suffice 
as examples. In addition, there have been numerous shorter 
notices of activity in this direction, not only at the chief 
ports of the leading countries, but at ports in Chile, China, 
Mexico. Morocco, and other lands. 

The purpose of this article is to call attention to the fact 
that particulars of British and many foreign services can be 
turnished by the Department of Overseas Trade. 

A great deal of useful information has been collected by 
the Department from its Overseas officers, and shippers or 
their representatives desirous of availing themselves of it 
are invited to apply to the Shipping and Transport Section, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. If the information 
required is not available at the time of enquiry, it may be 
obtained. 

BRITISH EMPIRE. 

Most of the services’of all countries were severely cur- 
tailed, and many were entirely suspended, during the war. 
There is cause for congratulation. therefore, that British 
Steamship Companies appear to be taking a lead in the 
resumption of business, and the early extension of former 
activities is already promised in several directions. On the 
other hand, many countries, among them several European, 
are experiencing great difficulties in their efforts to re- 
establish pre-war routes, and frequency and regularity of 
Seryices. 

sRITISH INDIA. 

Most of the principal steamship lines which ran services 
before the war from London, Liverpool, Glasgow, and other 
United Kingdom ports, to India and Ceylon, are well on 
the way to complete resumption. As formerly, a consider- 
able number of vessels make the voyage via the Cape. 
calling at South and other African ports en aoute. The 
majority, of course, pass through the Suez Canal, after 
touching, in many cases, at Gibraltar and calling at Alexan- 
dria, Port Said, Suez, and Aden. Among both the Cape 
and the Mediterranean services are numerous vessels which 
cal] first at Marseilles, and a smaller number which pick up 
passengers and/or carzo at Dutch or other North and West 
European ports. The Indian destinations include Karachi, 
Bombay, Colombo, Madras, Caicutta, and Rangoon. 

The extension of Australian, Canadian, and South African 
services to Indian and adjacent perts promises to be a 
feature of the early future. Competition for the Indian- 
carrying trade will probably be keen when conditions have 
become more settled. Japanese shipowners seem to be alive 
to the possibilities of the future, and several steamer lines 
of that nationality serve Colombo and South Indian and, to 
an increasing extent, other ports of the Dependency, as weil, 
on their way to or from more distant destinations. 

American activities, of which so much has been heard of 
late, appear to be confined for the present to a few lines 
mainly from New York and the Atlantic ports. Among 
European Continental services to India which are in course 
of revival may be mentioned the French sailings from 
Marseilles via Suez, Swedish and Norwegian from various 
Scandinavian ports, and Spanish and Italian services. 


AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. 


Many of the steamship lines serving India have, of 
course, for their ultimate destination the ports of the Aus- 
tralasian Dominions. In these services and in those which 
do not touch India, British enterprise is well to the fore. 
In some cases cargoes are taken aboard for French and other 
European ports on the return vovage, and special services 





are run during the Colonial wool season. Canadian and 
British-Canadian vessels sail regularly between Northern 
Pacific ports and Australia. These include a Canadian. 
Australasian line, which maintains communication between 
Vancouver and Sydney by way of Honolulu, Suva, and 
Auckland. From ihe Atlantic side also there are services 
to the Antipodes, in which Newfoundland ports share with 
Canadian. There are very frequent services between South 
Africa and Australasian ports, not only on the part of 
liners calling cn route from the United Kingdom, but also 
on the part of others catering chiefly for South African. 
Australasian trade. 

It is natural that competition for the Australian-carrying 
trade should come largely fiom the Japanese, who have 
several services calling regularly at Melbourne, Sydney, 
Adelaide, etc. The Americans are prominent with services 
from New York and Boston to Australia and New Zealand, 
via the Panama Canal, in addition to the more familiar 
services from San Francisco and other Pacific Siope ports, 
which cross by way of Samoa and Honolulu. 

Among the European countries in quest of the carrying 
trade on Australasian routes are France, which has vessels 
running from Marscilles to Australian ports, with occasional 
extensiuns to New California and the New Hebrides: 
Norway, with a service via South Africa, Netheriand East 
Indies, and British India and the Far East: Sweden with a 
Cape-going line; and Holland with ships bound also for 
Batavian ports. 

CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Fre-war sailings from United Kingdom ports to the 
Dominion are being resumed as speedily as circunistances 
permit, and much has already been achieved towards restor- 
ing normal conditions in ocean traffic. This is only as it 
should be, having regard to the favourable geographical 
nosition of the Dominion to the Mother country. With the 
almost unbounded possibilities of Canada’s agricultural and 
mineral resources, and her rapid extension of manufacturing 
industries, together with future developments at the ports, 
in the interior of Newfoundland and, to a lesser degree, of 
Nova Scotia, there would appear to be every prospect of 
material expansion of the shipping trade of the North 
Atlantic during the next few vears. Newfoundland and 
Eastern Canadian ports are also served by steamers from 
Australasian harbours and, largely by this means, com- 
munication is kept up with South Africa. The Americans 
naturally have a large and growing coasting trade along 
both the Eastern and Western shores of Canada, and to the 
ports of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. The Japanese run 
frequent services to Victoria (British Columbia) hy way of 
the Pacific Coast of the American Continent. As tormerly, 
a French service runs between Havre and Monireal. 


Soutu AFRICA. 


In addition to United Kingdom steamship companies 
which serve South African ports as calling places on the way 
to and from India, the Far East or Australasia, there are 
important lines which have Union ports as their ultimate 
destination At the Annual Congress of Chambers of 
Commerce of South Africa, however (see ‘Journal’ of 16th 
October, page 478), the provision of increased tonnage to 
‘arry South African products to the United Kingdom was 
strongly urged upon the Union Government. | High 
passenger fares were also made the subject of complaint. As 
mentioned above, there are steamship lines between South 
Africa and Canada, and separate services from Australasian 
to Union ports, while sailings are also made to South Africa 
from Rangoon, Calcutta, and Madras. Some Fortuguese 
vessels call at Cape Town and elsewhere on the way to and 
from East Africa, and occasional visits are paid by vessels 
of other nationalities. 

Ecyet anp MALta 

Some of the British vessels which serve the Trench and 
Spanish colonial ports of North Africa make extensions 
Alexandria, etc., and Malta. 

West Invies. 

United Kingdom, Canadian, and American liners make 
up the bulk of the callers at West Indian ports, but among 
others the Dutch have also an important carrying trade 
there, and are stated to be planning extensions. 


EUROPE. 
There are many indications that British vessels returning 


from the Colonies, and also British Colonial vessels, will 
have more fully resumed their visits to numerous Europea? 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN STEAMSHIP SERVICES 


—continued. 





ports. though the outlook respecting trade — eneny 
countries remains obscure. This fact must an é a 
shipping business at ports like sangre ——— = 
Trieste. Some compensation for losses in this _ _ ' 
be afforded, however, by increased activity at siege 1 and 
{talian ports and, possibly, those ot —— ve 
having enjoyed a wave of prosperity w hic J _ no yet 
seen. to be approaching an end. American vessels, too, 7“ 
to face the same problem, and perhaps the Japanese a 80, 
but to a lesser extent. The disturbed state of —— - 
likely to prevent any important gag: mney er upping 
relations for some time to come. the J apanese “e ve — 
running to Genoa and Marseilles, which services they = 
probably seek to augment. _ American eae — 
in secking to establish a footing in the Baltic and Scandinz 

ié sorts. 

ale ASIA. 

The Japanese hold a large part of the a 
trade, though United Kingdom, Colonial, = , a 
compete with them for the carriage of a “—* -_ 
and the smaller countries of the Far Eas 4 «gl 
French sailings from Marseilles to Chinese ports, +" ” 
of the French lines to African ports tranship ee on ie 
China and Japan. The Dutch have services to C Pg arden 
Japanese ports from Batavia. The cg pg = — 
Copenhagen and Bangkok until the war held up of — 
Both Canadian (from Vancouver) and American sh pping 
concerns (from San Francisco) have Far- vast a 
of considerable importance and future prospec * aan 
Dutch are also in the running for the carrying “— e —— 
Straits Settlements, whilst seeking to regen apr vag ; a 
of that of their own possessions in that part O poe — 
Many British (including Colonial) and —s a oo 
Yokohama and other Japanese ports as their on uation. 
In this connection it 1s worth while to note the ee. 
importance of Nagasaki, which promises soon to rank ¢ g 
the leading ports of Japan. 


AFRICA. 

The shipping trade of North Africa . — - ——- 
character, which is carried on mainly ry i a" ane 
Spanish, and Italian lines. The — — i 
Kingdom and European ports was greatly re — oe 
the war, but the number of vessels of the — ' —— 
visiting Morocco, Tunis, and Algiers is re es 
Certain German and Austro-Hungarian lines whic  Saeey 
called at North African ports are, of oe. oe — 
only by their absence. The apparent unre - a. 
Kingdom shipowners to recognise the es vo yt on oo 
African trade has been commented on in t sh — he 
the issue of 6th November, page 566), but tags e reme si 
shortly to some extent by the enters” a _ — 
from the United Kingdom to Morocco, ete. J t is ry y _ 
to add that French shipowners have been = — 
satic shortcoming ; they also propose an extension Of service: 
between Marseilles and the Moroccan —, aaa 

East African ports are visited by British “et é ¥ 
other lines, which call at Lourenco Marques, whi ——_ 
owned vessels also put in there. The Netra na org 
have several services of steamers running 7 — “ . 
their East African possessions, and some . a 
Cape Town. The French run vessels to i : : 
sometimes call at various ports on the mainland. a 

The ports of West Africa oe ee gone - 
served by British, Belgian, and Spanish —) i 
connection with the trade of their respective onies ¢ 
Protectorates. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


To the Eastern ports of the United States, l nited sts 
steamship services may be mans — manna ig 
‘ se and Austrian co b10n, 
in the absence of German it] 
extended, as soon as shipbuilders have - ned out a a 

ae ni < F es Nel 
rv United Kingdom services 
mumber of new vessels. . Ing 
Francisco and other Pacific ports w * be - -= — oo 
in wi ; normal conditions. , 
again with the return of ns. 
Te ttearien, Dutch, and other ee ee 
aselves of the o , 
'be depended upon to avail then of — 
eee to them by the absence of pre-war ye om 
ir ic services. the 
and extend their transatlantic ve 
Pacific coast, the Japanese will — to compete wit 
i "s ‘ying trade. 
‘Australasian owners for the carry} a 

As already pointed out, however, the a = 
American lines must be borne in mind, — Bg om 
from American ports, and on the Atlantic fn 


American routes. LATIN-AMERICA. 


‘By many authorities noggin’ mie ae — 2 
4 ‘ * ° . ® os 
‘Argentina and: Brazil, are considered to p 
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scale the potentialities most favourable in any part of the 
world for early development. In any case, industrial and 
commercial activity is expected to increase considerably 
during the coming years, and will give scope for the exten- 
sion of the already improved steamship services which 
voyage from the United Kingdom, the United States, 
France, Spain, Japan, Holland, Scandinavia, and Italy. The 
Panama Canal will prove of greatly-increased usefulness to 
United Kingdom and European shipowners in establishing 
and maintaining fresh connections with Colombia, Peru, 
and Chile. It is pleasant to reflect that more than one 
United Kingdom steamship line succeeded in keeping up a 
service to West Coast South American ports throughout the 
ar, An early resumption of normal services on their part 
and on the part of those which were discontinued is 
expected. 


_ — 
— ———— 


Shipping and Docks. 


LS 


MOROCCO (Spanish Zone). 


THE MARITIME SERVICE. 
(From H.M, Representative.) 











TANGIER. 

A Dahir of the Khalifa of the Spanish Zone, published in 
the ‘‘Boletin Oficial’ of 25th October. promulgates and puts 
in force a Statute of Competency of the Maritime Service 
of the Zone, copy of which is annexed to the Dahir. 

The Statute gives wide powers to the Maritime Service 
in all matters connected with shipping, and the shores and 
the territorial waters of the Zone, with the exception 
apparently of lighthouses and port construction. 

A Dahir dated 28rd June, 1918, organising the Maritime 
Service of the Zone divided the coast into three districts, as 
follows :— 

A western district extending southwards from the mouth 
of the Tzahadartz to the borders of the French Zone; a 
central district reaching from the limits of the International 
Zone to Pescadores Point ; and an eastern district extending 
from that point to the French Zone. 

The Chief Administrators of the Customs at Laraiche, 
Tetuan, and Melilla respectively, are placed at the head of 
the service in each district, with power to appoint a 
Director at each place. The Grand Vizier is named Director- 
General of the whole service. A naval officer is attached to 
the service at each district as technical adviser, and there 
is, in addition, a superior officer at headquarters at Tetuan. 

A copy of the above Dahir and Statute may be consulted 
on application to the Shipping and Transport Section, 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.2. 








SPAIN. 


BONDED WAREHOUSE AT BILBAO. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 





BILBao. 

A bended warehouse is to be established at Bilbao as from 
Ist December next. After 15th November applications for 
space for the deposit or warehousing of merchandise can be 
put in to the Executive Committee. of the oficial Chamber 
of Commerce of Bilbao, whose offices are situated at Bailen 
5-8, Bilbao. 

A copy of the regulations, in Spanish, may be consulted 
on application to the Shipping and Transport Section of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C.2. 





ces 


URUGUAY, ~ 


SHIPS’ MANIFESTS. 


The ‘Diario Oficial’’ of 17th September publishes a Decree 
ordering agents and consignees of steamers and onan 
vessels to hand a Manifest of Cargo to the Pe: ocean 
of the Port of Montevideo. This is in addition to the 
Manifest which has to be given to the Custom House in 
accordance with the Decree of 11th November, 1884. 





- — 
—— 
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Textiles. 


CHINA. 


JAPANESE COTTON SPINNERS’ PLANS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 


As a result of the revision of the Chinese Tariff a number 
of Japanese spinners wishing to carry on business with 
China in yarns under No. 20 count are establishing their 
own factories there. They therefore propose to have 215,000 
spindles running in Tientsin and 185,000 in Tsingtao. 
Delivery of machinery from America will commence as irom 
the end of the present year and will be fully installed by 
the close of next year. 

A number of Japanese firms have for some time past been 
contemplating work in China, and it is apparent that the 
principal centres of their operations will be Shanghai and 
the two places named above. All these concerns would 
prefer, it is stated, to build at Shanghai, but the recent rise 
in the price of land there has forced them to build elsewhere. 
The establishment of these factories will render it difficult 
to obtain supplies of Chinese raw cotton in Japan. 











JAPAN, 
THE COTTON YARN MARKET. 


A well-known Japanese authority gave the following views 
on the position of the market for cotton yarn in Japan at 
the end of August :— 

(1) Cotton yarn is high in price as a natural result of the 
activity of the raw cotton market, the growing demand in 
Japan for cotton goods, and the abnormal expansion of the 
currency. Unless the Government tries to deflate the 
currency or abandons the import duty on manufactured 
cotton goods, the price of cotton yarn will not decline. 

(2) The farming classes have been doing well and are now 
the best customers for cotton goods of the department 
stores in the large towns. 

(3) Present high prices will continue until machinery now 
on order has been installed. When this is done the output 
of cotton yarn will be increased by 50,000 to 60,000 bales, 
and local supply will meet local demand. 

(4) Doubtless the public think that the cétton spinners are 
making enormous profits for themselves ai current prices, 
but this is a mistake. The mills have already sold their 
output forward to the end of September, and these trans- 
actions were based on much lower working costs than those 
now current. However, the cost of production of cotton 
yarn is still considerably under yen 370 or yen 380 (the 
price at which these forward transactions were concluded), 
and even if the mills have to use American cotton costing 
yen 115, and Indian cotton yen 100 per picul, they will be 
able tu make a profit. 

(5) Until the world’s financial conditions revert to normal 
Japan can continue to enjoy prosperity. 








SWITZERLAND. 
SITUATION IN THE SILK INDUSTRY. 


The Swiss silk industry, as shown on page 543 of the 
‘‘Journal’’ of 30th Octoter, has suffered considerably during 
the last five years. Decrees prohibiting, or partially pro- 
hibiting, the export of Swiss silk goods as well as the im- 
portation of these goods into allied and neutral countries and 
the Central Powers, and the revoking, modification, and re- 
issuing of these Decrees has greatly hindered the industry. 
Trade, too, with the Northern countries of Europe was 
suspended owing to difficulties of transit, and until January 
of this year it was not possible for traffic to be resumed, and 
then, at first, only by means of special trains via Mannheim 
to Holland, and later on to Denmark, Norway and Sweden. 

On Ist March, 1919, the importation of Swiss silk goods 
into the United Kingdom, which had been prohibited on 5th 
September, was authorised, after lengthy negotiations by 
a special delegation of Swiss manufacturers, to be resumed 
to the same extent as prior to 5th Sepember, namely, about 
70 per cent. of the 1916 importations. Since that year 
Switzerland has exported about 10-15 per cent. of her pro- 
duction to this country as compared with 40 per cent. in 
pre-war days. 

To facilitate the distribution of exports to the Central 
Powers a clearing house was established under the direction 
of the ‘Société Suisse de ]’Industrie de la Soie.”’ 

The Société Financiére pour l’Exportation des Soieries 
(F.E.S.) was also founded in June, 1917. 


_ 
—_ 
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Chemicals and Oils. 


FINLAND. 


CONDITIONS IN THE WOOD AND CHEMICAy 
PULP TRADE. 
(From H.M. Chargé d’Affaires.) 
, HELSINGFors. 


A recent number of the ‘‘Finnisn Paper and Woo 
Journal’ contains a review of the prevailing conditions jy 
these markets, which is summarised as follows :— 

Woop Putp. 


At the beginning of the summer the conditions in the 
wood pulp market were very critical, especially so far ag 
concerned wet wood pulp. Quotations were made but did 
not lead to business. 

When a reduction in prices was made and the Germap 
market opened, Finnish offers were accepted on a large 
scale, and practically all the stock of wet wood pulp was 
sold out. Generally, however, the conditions have bee, 
unfavourable as the prices obtained have been lower thay 
those obtained in Norway and Sweden. The question of 
shipment has caused great difficulties; the buyers desired 
a goods c.i.f., while Finnish quotations have been for 
.0.b. 

Canadian competition has also diminished Finnish 
business with the United Kingdom; but, on the other hand 
large quantities have gone to Germany. Part of the goods 
sold are still unfreighted, and fear is expressed that all the 
wet wood plup cannot be shipped this season. 

This year’s production has been sold without any difficulty, 
Dering June-August about 40,000 tons of wet wood pulp 
was sold. The dry wood pulp has not had any favourable 
market, and both manufacture and stock will be very diff- 
cult to place. The Finnish market in America depends again 
on the freights. To Germany, Finland has sold about 15,000 
tons of dry wood pulp, while parcels of from 1,000 to 2,00 
tons have been sold to the United Kingdom, France, and 
Sweden. The business carried on in wood pulp has recently 
changed its character. Quotations are now given not only to 
agents, but also to importers. It is therefore not always 
possible to control the destination of the goods. 


CuEMICcAL Woop Pup (CELLULOSE). 


The chemical wood pulp market has also been very slack 
during the first half of this year. Besides the general 
depression in commercial life, this trade has laboured under 
other disadvantages. The prices were too high in compeéti- 
tion against Sweden, and the Finnish political situation was 
still so uncertain that people generally appear to have been 
afraid of doing business with Finland. During the month 
of July, however, a change occurred which made it possible 
for Finiand again to enter the market. The raising of the 
blockade enabled Finnish concerns to make large contracts 
with Germany. The low exchange of Finland made it more 
favourable for Germany to buy from Finland than from 
Sweden. Since the paper spinning industry in Germany 
has lost all its importance, it is now impossible to place any 
sulphate pulp in that country. 

The Finnish chemical pulp trade has in this way been 
worked into many different markets, and has, on the whole, 
been able to hold its position. Until the middle of 
September 37,500 tons sulphite pulp and 14,200 tons sul- 
phate pulp were sold. Out of this 16,100 tons sulphite pulp 
and 2,400 tons sulphate pulp were shipped. The shipments 
wiil thus be seen to have been very small in comparison with 
the quantities sold. 











UNITED STATES QF AMERICA. 





OIL SHALE IN MONTANA, 


One of the few places where a plant has already been 
installed for the distillation of oil from shale is near Dillon, 
Montana, states the United States Geological Survey. The 
shale at the site selected for the operations is a part of the 
phosphate formation, which contains the beds of rock phos 
phate that are mined at several places near Bear Lake, 
in south-eastern Idaho, for the manufacture of fertiliser. 
Phosphate beds are also associated with this shale in the 
vicinity of Dillon, and although they are neither so thick 
nor so rich as the beds in south-eastern Idaho, they have 
some prospective value. 

Soon after it became known that there was shale in the 
Dillon region from which oil could be distilled, certain 
promoters began to organise companies to drill for oil 2 
that region, and the search has been carried on persistently 
in spite of the fact that the geological conditions there are 
almost wholly unfavourable to the occurrence of oil. 


—— 
—<—<— 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 
BELGIAN CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘‘Journal’’ of 23rd 
October (page 516), specifying certain countries from which 
Certificates of Origin are required in the case of goods im- 

ried therefrom into Australia, it is pointed out that in a 
previous telegram from the Governor-General it is stated 
that Certificates of Origin are still required for all goods 
imported into Australia from Belgium. 


IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN DYES FROM 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

With reference to previous notices in the ‘‘Journal’’ 
relative to the prohibition of the importation of non-British 
dyes into Australia, except under licence issued by the 
Minister for Trade and Customs, the Board of Trade have 
been informed by the High Commissioner for Australia that 
the importation into Australia of dyes of whatever origin 
from the United Kingdom will be permitted, subject in the 
case of foreign dyes exported from United Kingdom stocks, 
to the production of the usual officially certified copy of the 
British Customs Specification (Form 30) or Shipping Bill 
(Form 64), whichever is applicable. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


EXPORTATION OF GOLD COIN, ETC. 

Government Notice No. 710 of 1919, which is published in 
the ‘‘Union Government Gazette”? of 26th September, 1919, 
staies that the exportation of gold coin (except as personal 
cash in amount not exceeding £5), and of gold bullion and 
of gold ornaments, is prohibited, except under authority of 
an export permit, to all destinations outside the Union of 
South Africa. 




















BRITISH GUIANA. 


IMPORTATION OF STEAM BOILERS. 

The “Official Gazette’ of British Guiana of 6th October 
publishes Government Notice No. 81, stating that from and 
after lst January, 1920, the following section of, the Steam 
Boilers Ordinance, 1907, Amendment Ordinance, 1915 (No. 
11 of 1915), will be strictly enforced : — 

Every boiler imported into the Colony must be accompanied 
by a test certificate from a duly authorised person in the 
employment of, or recognised as qualified by, the Government 
of the State in which the boiler was manufactured. Such 
certificate is to state that the boiler is constructed in accord- 
ance with the requirements of the State. 


GOLD COAST. 


INCREASED EXPORT DUTY ON COCOA. 

It is provided in the Cocoa Export Duty (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 1919 (No. 7 of 1919), that the Customs duty on 
cocoa exported from the Gold Coast Colony shall be increased 
from one farthing to one halfpenny per lb., or part thereof, 
net weight. 














FOREIGN. 


AUSTRIA. 
IMPORT AND EXPORT REGULATIONS. 


The British Commercial Commissioner in Vienna has 
furnished the following information regarding the regula- 
tions at present in force governing imports into and exports 
from Austria. 








IMPORTS. 

No imports into Austria from countries not included in the 
former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy are allowed without 
licence, for which an application should be made by the 
importer to the ‘‘Centralstelle fiir Ein-, Aus- und Durchfuhr- 
bewilligung’’ (Central Office for Licences for Import, 
Export and Transit), at the Staatsamt fiir Finanzen (State 
Otfice for Finance), Himmelpfortgasse, Vienna I. The grant- 
ing of these licences depends on whether the Ministry of 
Finance is satisfied : ” 

(1) That the goods are required and are not superfluous 
luxuries. (In virtue of this condition, for example, the im- 
portation of tea in large quantities would not be allowed.) 

(2) That the price is reasonable, and that the 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





importer is a regular merchant who will resell the goods at 
reasonable prices, or at the prices, if any, fixed by the 
authorities, and not allow them to get into the hands of 
“‘Schleichhandler’’ or profiteers. 

(3) That the conditions of payment have been approved by 
the Devisenzentrale (Government Office for Foreign Ex- 
change). At least six months’ credit, or payment in instal- 
ments in three, six and nine, or six, nine, and twelve months, 
is generally insisted on, except in the case of foodstuffs 
urgently required, when foreign exchange may be obtained 
from the Devisenzentrale. 

EXPorRtTs. 

The export of certain goods, chiefly raw materials, clothing, 
and foodstuffs, is prghibited, unless export licences are 
obtained ; the export of other goods is free. Licences for 
export to the neighbouring countries with which there are so- 
called ‘‘compensation treaties,’? are given by the Waren- 
verkehrsbiiro, an office which is run as a department of the 
Vienna Chamber of Commerce (Handels und Gewerbe- 
kammer). For other countries, export licences must be 
obtained from the same office as import licences. 

The list of goods which cannot be exported except under 
licence is now under revision, and a new list with considerable 
alterations will shortly be issued. Most manufactured articles 
of luxury, even if made of materials of which the supply is 
short, such as textiles, leather, or metals, are not subject 
to export licence. 

The export of all goods, however, whether subject to 
licence or not, is dependent on the approval by the Devisen- 
zentrale of the conditions of payment. It is generally re- 
quired (a) that payment should be made in foreign currency, 
and (b) that this foreign currency should be handed over to 
the Devisenzentrale. Manufacturers of exported goods who 
require raw material from abroad are allowed by this office 
to retain a part of the foreign currency in order to enable 
them to import such raw material. 

An amending and consolidating Decree on the subject is 
expected shortly, and particulars of any such Decree will 
be published in this ‘‘Journal’’ as soon as the information 
becomes available. In particular, it 1s expected that some 
of the hampering restrictions imposed by the Devisenzentrale 
wili be removed. Jt is held in many quarters that the regula- 
tion compelling payment for exported goods to be made in 
foreign currency has already contributed to the devaluation 
of the Austrian krone, beeause foreign owners of kronen 
are unable to use them to buy Austrian goods. 


FRANCE. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The ‘‘Journal Officiel’”? (Paris) for 3rd November contains 
a schedule of decisions of the French Customs Department 
with regard to the classification of certain articles under the 
French Tariff. Some of these decisions are noted below : — 
Articles. How Classified for Duty. 
Non-skid appliances for No. 488.—Transmission belts 
pneumatic tyres in natural and bands and_ thongs 
leather, riveted or studded. therefor, leather hose, etc., 
ete., according to kind. 
The duty of No. 524 bis— 
electric and electro- tech- 
nical apparatus—the watch 
movement being taxed 
under No, 498 or 499. 
Régime of dynamo electric 
machines, according to 
class, or of wares of 
aluminium, nickel, etc. 
The duty of products of the 
toy trade (No. 646), but 
test tubes and articles of 
blown glass to be taxed 
separately. 








Electrical control apparatus, 
with watch movement. 


Electric-driven portable 


vacuum cleaners. 


Children’s chemistry boxes. 








Cellophan or hydrocellulose. 


Loose-leaf notebook covers, 
of board covered with 
leather. or imitation 
leather, with nickel or 
nickelled mounting. 

Rolling cylinders or calen- 
derers for paper-making 
machines of case-hardened 
cast-iron. 

Scales of the ablet or of other 
fish, even with antiseptics. 

Ferro-zirconium and silico- 
zirconium, 


Celluloid, 281 ter or quater, 
according to kind. 


_ “Maroquinerie, supple’ for 


the case, No. 491; 
‘‘nickelled wares’’ for the 
mounting, No. 579. Loose 
leaves are taxed separately. 
No. 556.—Manufactures of 
case-hardened __ cast-iron, 
according to kind. 


Other animal products and 
wastes (No. 43). 

“Chemical products not 
specially mentioned other 
than with a base of alco. 
hol.’? (282 (2) ) 
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Articles. 
Jron filters for must with 
framework of the percola- 
tor in ebonite. 


Gloves of mixed manufacture, 
of skin covered wholly or 
partly with ~~ rubbered 
fabric. 

[mitations of amber or of 
artificial resin made from 
the derivatives of phenol 
and analogous compounds. 

Machines and machinery for 
coating fabrics for the 
manufacture of pegamoid 
or similar goods. 

Machines and machinery to1 
grinding metals and 
articles of metal. 


Slabs for covering walls, for 
partitions, etc., made of 
plaster compressed between 
two sheets of cardboard or 
thick paper. ¢ 


Registering and safety pumps 
for distributing oil, spirit, 
or other volatile liquids, 
including an automatic 
control of the flow by 
means of a clockwork 
movement or minute 
wheels : — 

With separable alumi- 
nium, nickel, or nickel- 
led parts, representing 
more than 5 per cent. of 
the total weight. 


With aluminium, 
nickel, or _ nickelled 
parts, not representing 
more than 5 per cent, of 
the total weight. 

Motor fire engines. 


Life-saving rafts made of 
cork waste enclosed in 
fabric with a netting of 


ropes of hemp, flax, coconut 
fibre, etc. 

Plain cotton fabrics impreg- 
nated with stearic acid and 
mineral matter. 

Machines and machinery for 
cutting handles (knobs) or 
other accessories for um- 
brellas. 

Scooters. 

Carpets of jute and cotton 
yarns, with a core of reed 
or rush stems, the jute 
weighing more than the 
cotton. 


How Classified for Duty. 

The whole is dutiable under 
No, 525 sexie ‘“‘apparatus 
not elsewhere mentioned in 
the Tariff.’’ 

Other made-up articles of 
rubbered fabrics. ({No. 
620.) 

‘‘Hardened casein’’ according 


to kind, (No. 64 bis.) 


Machines for dressing and 


finishing fabrics in the 
plece, (No. 516.) 

The grinding machine, 
classed as machine tools 
(No. 525); the truck, if 


there is one, is classed as 
goods wagons (No. 614); 
the electric motor, classed 
as electric dynamo 
machines (No. 524); the 
rheostats, etc., as electro- 
technical apparatus. (524 
bis.) 

The duty on cardboard in 
sheets (No. 462) on 25 per 
cent. of the total weight; 
and on mouldings = of 
plaster (No. 177 bis) on 
the remainder; the im- 
porter has the right to 
demand that the article be 
dismantled and each piece 
weighed separately. 


Duties of the corresponding 
wares (Nos. 579 bis, 496 or 
579) on the aluminium, 
nickel or nickelled parts. 
and on ‘‘meters’’ (No. 505) 
for the surplus. 


Duties of No. 505 on the 
whole. 
The régime applicable’ to 


each part, No. 614 ter as 
regards the vehicle, in- 
cluding the engine, and No. 
512 bis (pumps) as regards 
the apparatus. 

Cordage, more than 10 mm. 
in diameter, unbleached. 
(No. 367.) 

Cotton fabrics, dyed—accord- 
ing to class. (No. 406.) 





Machine tools, according to 
class. (No. 525.) 


Velocipedes, (No. 614 bis.) 
Jute carpets, according to 
kind, (No. 401.) 





MOROCCO (French Zone). 





PROHIBITION OF IMPORTS FROM GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 
H.M. Agent and Consul-General, Tangier, to the effect 
that the importation of all German goods into the French 
Zone of Morocco is for the present prohibited. 











CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
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SPAIN. 
IMPORTATION OF SUGAR. 


The scarcity of sugar in Spain has recently led to the 
publication of various measures intended to alleviate the 
situation, the most recent of which is a Royal Order of 7th 
November (published in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” on &th 
November), which authorises the importation into Spain, 
within a period of ten months from the date of publication 
of the Order, of 40,000 metric tons of sugar, subject to the 
payment of duty at the rate of 35 pesetas per 100 kilo 
grammes net weight. During the same period the tax 
(arbitrio) on sugar in the free ports of the Canaries is algo 
to be 35 pesetas per 100 kilogrammes net. 














PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


AUSTRALIA. 


PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF CUSTOMS 
ACT: VALUATION OF GOODS FOR 
IMPORT DUTIES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office, copy of a Bill to amend the Customs Act, 1901-16, 
which was read for the first time in the Commonwealth 
Parliament on 7th August last. The Bill proposes, inter 
alia, to repeal Sections 154-6 of the principal Act and to 
substitute new sections, These sections relate to the basis of 
valuation of goods for the purpose of levying ad valorem 
duties on their importation into Australia. In the proposed 
sections no new principle of valuation is introduced, but the 
order of the provisions has been re-arranged and some other 
amendments made with a view to making quite clear the 
basis on which duty is payable, and reducing the number of 
investigations in the country of export, and so avoiding the 
consequent delay in the adjustment of duty. 

The proposed new sections are as follows : — 

154 (1) When any duty is imposed according to value, the 
ralue for duty shail be the fair market value of the goods in 
the country whence they were exported to Australia, and an 
addition of ten per centum on such market value. 

(2) ‘‘Fair market value’’ in this section means the sum of 
the following : —- 

(a) The price for which any cash purchaser could at the 
time of shipment purchase for home consumption 
“such goods in the principal markets of the country 
whence the goods were exported, but not being in 
any case less than the actual money price shown 
in the genuine invoice; and 

(b) all free-on-board charges payable or ordinarily pay- 
able in connection with the placing of the goods on 
board ship at the port of export in that country. 

155 (1) When entry is made of goods upon which duty is 
imposed according to value, the owner shal] deliver to the 
Coliector with the entry : — 

(a) The genuine invoice for the goods ; 

(b) a declaration by the owner in the prescribed form 
verifying the particulars in the entry; and 

(c) a statement in the prescribed form showing, in the 
currency of the country of export, the fair market 
value of the goods as defined in subsection (2) of 
the last preceding section. 

(2) The invoice shall be stamped by the Collector with the 
Customs stamp, and shall be produced to the officer prior to 
the delivery of the goods for home consumption or for 
warehousing. 

(3) The absence from an invoice of the Customs stamp shall 
be prima facie evidence that the invoice was not produced to 
an officer. 

(4) If the Collector is satisfied : — 

(a) That no genuine invoice has been issued for the 
goods ; or 

(b) that the genuine invoice for the goods cannot be 
produced, he may dispense with the production 
thereof upon receipt of evidence to his satisfaction 
of the fair market value of the goods. 

156 The ‘‘genuine invoice’ means : — 

(a) The original invoice, prepared and issued by the 
seller in the country whence the goods were ex- 
ported, showing the true description of the goods 
and the actual money price paid or to be paid for 
the goods by the purchaser in the country whence 
they were exported, without any deduction; or 

(b) in the case of goods cortsigned for sale in Australia, 

an invoice, prepared and issued by the consignor, 
showing the true description of the goods and the 
actual money price for which any cash purchaser 
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could at the time of shipment purchase for home [NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
consumption such goods in the principal markets —British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
of the country whence the goods were exported. persons or firms refe rred to in the following notices of 
, OE rasa ama “Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
as re BRAZIL. Trade, and quoting the — spr cific reference number and 
— country. 
fim - PROJECTED TARIEE REVISION: PROPOSALS Pings doubt or —— - regare gang ong oe 
Spain IN RESPECT OF TEXTILES. rae ge inl wo shoul be made Lavage | y 07 y sates 
licat; 4 ; al ia. } . ” 519 £ - fo the . epartment of (ve rseas Trac é (1 ere opment “ean 
tlon [n connection with the notice on page 9 oO the Intelligence), 4, Gueen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London. 
> to the “Journal”? tor 23rd October relating to the measures in S.W.1 | ' ” 
JO kilo. hand for the revision of the Brazilian Customs Tariff, the : 
he tax Board of Trade have now received from H.M. Representa- _ nn — be sent to the Department, ane not to 
} 18 also tive at Rio de Janeiro certain particulars as to the pro- ts Overseas Officers, except where otherwise stated. 
posals put forwafd “a ~~ yond a Fg ag see in 
respect of Sections XV, XVI, and XVII, of the Brazilian 
nl Tariff, which cover cotton, wool, flax, hemp, and BRITISH EMPIRE. 
S. jute (raw yarns, tabrics, and manufactures). 
~ Particulars of the more important alterations proposed AUSTRALIA. 
by the Tariff Revision Commission in respect of these WILTON CARPETS AND TAPESTRY.—A firm of manufac- 
sections are set out in the statement printed below. It will turers’ agents in Sydney, whose representative is at present on 
IS he observed that the duties proposed are in the direction ot a visit to this country, desire to get into touch with United King- 
_ reductions in the case of cotton fabrics, jute hessians and dom manufacturers of Wilton carpets and tapestry, including 
sacks, and hemp ropes, and of increases in the case of raw tapestry coverings, curtains and piece-goods, principally in cot- 
jute and jute yarns, and if is understood that in the re- ton and cotton and wool, with a view to undertaking their repre- 
‘olonial maining items of the sections the new proposals provide, sentation in Australia. (Reference No. 1064. ) | 
901-16, generally speaking, for a reduction of 20 per cent. in the ‘ save should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
wealth existing duties. . 7 rane. 
, inter H.M. Representative at vo de Janeiro reports that there | 
and to is some possibility of the Tariff as revised being made BRITISH INDIA. 
)ASIS of operative as from the Ist January nect. H.M. Trade Commissioner in India reports the receipt of the 
alorem _*. -  ~— | es a following enquiries :— . 
‘oposed No. in | | Rates of Customs PROVISIONS, ETC.—A firm in Calcutta, who claim to be 
ut the “present | | Duty. specially equipped for distribution in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, 
» other Customs Articles. | and Assam, wish to act as sole representatives, on commission, 
ar the Tariff. | Existing. _|Proposed. for manufacturers of biscuits, provisions and stores, condensed 
iber of ne ! = milk, milk food and sundries. (Reference No. 1065.) : 
ng the | | Reis. Reis. PRAMWAY AND LIGHT RAILWAY EQt IPMENT, ROAD 
= | per kilog. per kilog. ROLLERS AND MACHINERY.- -H.M. Trade Commissioner in 
47? | Cotton fabrics, plain and twilled, India reports that an energetic well-known firm of importers, with 
| not specially mentioned in the| branches at Calcutta, Bombay, and Karachi, desire to secure sole 
6: the Tariff Basis 10 x 10 threads. agencies for Sind, Punjab, Central and United Provinces, Kashmir, 
ods in Unhleached, weighing per sq. and Baluchistan, of British manufacturers of electric tramway 
und an metre :— equipment ; broad, narrow and light railway track and equip- 
; Up to 20 grammes .. | 14.000 10.000 ment; oil and steam road rollers, and road making machines ; 
um Or a ' , | j 9.500 a | — concrete mixers and portable pumps with power ; automatic boiler 
From <0 to 30 grammes --/) 6.0000 | 2. 000 stokers ; woodworking machinery ; workshop equipment, includ- 
at the From 30 to 40 grammes N 4.000 ¢ J 3.000 ing lathes, drilling and shaping machines, etc., and anything in 
nption From 40 to 50 grammes 9 1.500 machinery and mechanical lines. The firm state that they are 
I Ug | 2.000d - . s> aheeiiins, “ihe 
yuntry From 50 to 75 grammes | 1.500 e | 1.200 an entirely European firm of nearly 40 years standing, thei 
ing in From 75 grammes upwards 900 name figuring on Government and railway lists ; they have con- 
shown Bleached, weighing per sq. nections with all factories, mills, ete. (Reference No. 1066.) 
! metre:— , Revlies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
y pay- | Up to 20 grammes .. “A (13.000 « ) 12.000 Trade. 
ods on | From 20 to 30 grammes ..|/J 19.9004 | 7.000 
untry. | From 30 to 40 grammes ..|{ 6.400 ¢ J $. 200 BRITISH INDIA, AND CEYLON. 
ay - From 40 to 50 grammes ..|) 3.200d || 2-100 TAILORING GOODS, MACHINERY, ETC.—A London firm 
to the From 50 to 75 grammes 2 200 e | 1.700 of manufacturers’ agents, having a staff of European travellers 
| From 75 grammes upwards 1.200 calling on buyers in India, Burma, and Ceylon, wish to under- 
Dyed in the piece, or of yarn dved take the representation, on commission, of United Kingdom 
form in one or more colours, weighing manufacturers of men’s suitings, general tailoring goods, includ- 
per square metre :— ‘ ing woollen cloths of all descriptions. The firm are prepared 
n the Up to 20 grammes .. br ‘009 | 10.600 to appoint a special representative for any group of manufacturers 
arket From 20 to 30 grammes mx ; | 6.100 in this and other lines suitable for India, and to — an 
(2) of | From 30 to 40 grammes ..|| 5.000c | 3.700 engineer in their organisation for the representation of firms 
I" ae ai 39 000d (| 90 of in the engineering and machinery trade. (Reference No. 1067.) 
h the | ne 40 to o0 Gammes .. | 2.400 f | =- 200. Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
| From 50 to 75 grammes indy 1.800 Trade. 
~_ | From 75 grammes upwards J 2.000 9 | 1.500 + 
r ; _ Printed, weighing per sq. metre :| ._ 
| Up to ie cine ..| 15.000 | 13.000 CANADA. 
shall | From 20 to 30 grammes kor ; | 7.200 CARPETS. HOUSE FURNISHINGS, AND CURTAINS.—A 
‘ed to | Fro 30) to 10 oN : - 7.500 bi 4.500 manufacturers agent in Toronto desires to represent United King- ° 
sseanthrdioes . _——— | 5.000 c J Si dom manufacturers of lace curtains and nets, carpets, house fur- 
From 40 to 50 grammes 13400 | 2. 800 nishings, down quilts or comforters, for sale on commission in the 
r the From 50 to 75 grammes ; ee 2.400 Province of Ontario. (Reference No. 1068.) 
" From 75 grammes upwards 3.000 2.000 Revlies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
* ke 928 Jute, raw - 20) RO Trade. 
, 529 Jute yarn, single :— ol ’ —_ : a P 
ction Unbleached ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
. nbleachec ‘4% “a 100 160 ‘ 1ANT | 
ction Dyed Tar i 200 aa _, CANADA, | 
534 Jute hessians .. ie 7 650 450 The following enquiries have been received at the Office of 
547 Hemp rope, in coils... ..| 1000 500 the High Commissioner for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, London, 
the £63 Jute sacks Bn - - 800 500 S.W.1. All replies should be sent direct to the foregoing address. 
» exe | _LEATHER AND FANCY HANDBAGS, ETC.—A returned 
roods 4 Mor e ae pases Canadian soldier in Ontario, formerly manager of a manufacturing 
f — than < and up to «0 grammes. concern, is open to undertake the agency of a United Kingdom 
1 for » More than 25 and up to 31 grammes. . manufacturer of ladies’ leather and fancy handbags, and would 
nr © More than 31 and up to 40 grammes. mlso take on any other good staple line for which a market 
or .@ More than 40 and up to 49 grammes. could te. eacumed. 
alia, é More than 49 grammes. TAPESTRY, DAMASK, ETC.—A correspondent in Ontario is 
nor, f More than 49 and up to 60 grammes. desirous of importing supplies of cotton and silk tapestry, damask, 
| the 7 More than 60 grammes. etce., and would like to get into touch with United Kingdom 





aser <a - manufacturers. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 


NAILS, SCREWS, ETC.; DOORS AND SASHES: 
BUILDERS’ HARDWARE, ETC.—A firm of Canadian manu- 
facturers’ agents just established in London desire to get into 
touch with purchasers of wire nails; screws; bolts and nuts; 
doors and sashes; broom and tool-handles; household wooden- 
ware: builders’ hardware ; enamelledware ; horse-shoes and other 
specialities. 

FLEXIBLE SHAFTING.—A Montreal firm desire to get into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of flexible shafting, 
with cotton cover and coiled flat steel interior, such as is used 
on horse clipping machines 


oe 





CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRY. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 75, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

WHITING, IRON OXIDES AND LITHOPONE.—A _ manu- 
facturers’ agent and importer in Vancouver is desirous of 
effecting connections with United Kingdom shippers of English 
cliffstone lump whiting, iron oxides, and lithopone. 

COTTON AND SILK TAPESTRY, DAMASK, ETC.—A firm 
in Ontario who possess connections for the sale of cotton and 
silk tapestry, damask, etc., wish to get into touch with Umited 
Kingdom manufacturers of such goods. 

BROOM TWINE.—A Canadian firm wishes to receive from 
British manufacturers small sample and prices of broom twine. 

CANOERS AND SMALL BOATS (AGENTS’ SERVICES 
SOUGHT).—A Canadian manufacturer of canoes and small boats 
seeks the services of an agent possessing a connection in the 
United Kingdom for the sale of such goods. 

MARKETS SOUGHT. 

METAL TOYS.—A Canadian company manufacturing metal 
toys asks for the addresses of United Kingdom buyers. 

MOLYBDENITE AND TUNGSTEN CONCENTRATES.— 
A Canadian Government Department has for disposal a quantity 
of molybdenite concentrate and also of tungsten concentrate, and 
_ for the names of buyers who would be prepared to make 
offers. 

CANNED SALMON AND HERRING.—A Vancouver firm, 
who are the export agents of a British Columbia salmon and 
herring cannery, wish to get into touch with United Kingdom 
importers. 

ASBESTOS MILLBOARD, ETC.—A Canadian firm is in a 
position to export to the United Kingdom asbestos millboard and 
general asbestos manufactures. 

WIRE FENCING.—A Canadian firm enquires for buyers of 


various kinds of wire fencing. 





EGYPT. 

TENDERS INVITED. 
, The Egyptian War Department are calling for tenders as 
ollows :— 

(1) BLUE SERGE.—Ffor the supply and delivery of blue serge. 
These tenders are returnable on 3rd December and are to remain 
open 7 days. 

(2) BRUSHES.—For the supply and delivery of brushes. 
These tenders are to be returned by noon on 5th December, and 
are to remain open 7 days. 

All particulars may be obtained from Sir A. L. Webb, 
— Queen’s Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, 





EUROPE. 
MOTOR-CARS AND CYCLES, COTTON PIECE-GOODS.— 


A Swiss business man, already representing several first-class 
Manchester firms, proposes to travel regularly in Spain, Portugal, 
France, Italy, Switzerland, Greece, Holland, and Belgium, and 
is prepared to look after the interests of a firm desiring to develop 
an export business in motor-cars or cycles, and also a firm for 
cotton piece-goods. First class references are at the disposal of 
anvone interested. (Reference No. 1069.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 








BELGIUM. 

FOODSTUFFS, PERFUMERIES, CHEMISTS’ SPECIALI- 
TIES, AND HABERDASHERY.—A Brussels agent desires to 
obtain the representation of United Kingdom firms for the sale 
to wholesale firms of haberdashery, groceries, drugs, and phar- 
maceuticals required. The applicant claims to have extensive 
connections. (Reference No. 1070.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


ade. 

NEW IRON BRIDGE OVER THE RIVER MEUSE.—With 
reference to the notice which appeared in the “Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 5th June, relative to the construction of a new iron 
bridge over the river Meuse, it is now reported that the con- 
tract for the construction of this bridge has been placed. 

Firms interested in the supp!y of materials are invited to apply 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 4, Queen Anne’s Gate 
Buildings, Westminster, S.W.1, for the name of the successful 
competitor. (Reference No. 1071.) 

















OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—contimuied. 





ITALY. 

MACHINERY, PLANT, ETC.—An Italian engineer resident 
in Rome desires to obtain the local agency of a _ British 
engineering company. The applicant has hitherto been in 
Government employment and professes to have a competent 
knowledge of all forms of stationary engines and_ locomotives, 
refrigerator plant and agricultural machinery. The applicant 
would work on commission only. He corresponds in Italian, 
French, and English. (Reference No. 1072.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


SU YERS KINGDOM 


AGENCIES FOR UNITED 
GOODS. 

The following list of persons and firms (buyers and agents) in 
Italy, etc. (towns in parentheses) has been received at the British 
Chamber of Commerce for Italy, 7, Via Carlo Felice, Genoa. The 
enquirers are seeking to establish connections with United King. 
dom firms for business now or later on. All communications 
regarding the enquiries should be sent to the Secretary of the 
Chamber, as above :— 


GOODS REQUIRED. 


AND 


No. 

1766 Perfumery, and cutlery in general (Turin). 

1772 Salted fish, and foodstuffs (Malta). 

1774 Metal-rolling machinery, and safes (Padova). _ 

1775 Cotton yarn, linen thread, and fishing-net machinery (Aren. 
zano, Genoa). 

1776 Cotton textiles, and cotton yarns (Bari). 

1777 Tinware, and sulphate of copper (Catania). , 

1785 Belting (leather and cotton), asbestos, emery cloth, files, 
steel, stamping utens‘ls, and industrial accessories (‘Turin): 

1795 Drugs, Colonial products, and foodstuffs (Ancona). 

AGENCIES DESIRED. 

No. 

1735 Metals, coal, iron, steel, and chemical products ; shipping, 
etc. (Genoa). 

1736 Cotton and woollen materials, hosiery, machinery, india- 
rubber electrical accessories, and steel (Turin). 

1737 Perfumerv. and medicines (Florence). 

1738 Hosiery (Genoa). 

1739 Steam engines, with oil boilers, for fishing smacks (Ascoli 
Piceno). 

1740 Chemical and mineral products (Genoa). 

1741 Textiles, etc. (Genoa). 

1742 Naval industrial materials (Milan). 

1743. British India cotton, etc. (Genoa). 

1744 Agents’ services offered (Rome). 

1745 Metals, machinery, tools, tin plates, steel, baths, coal, naval 
materials, leather belting, and industrial material in 
general (Genoa). 

1746 Colonial products, drugs, chocolate, liqueurs, soap, and { od- 
stuffs (Bologna). 

1747 Band saws (Turin). 

1748 Boots and shoes (Sacile). 

1749 Materials. boots, underclothing, mercery, and Colonial pro- 

| ducts (Fano). 

1750 Poultry incubators (Turin). 

1751 Coffee, pepper, cocoa, drugs. sugar, rice, chemical products, 
foodstuffs, and woollen and cotton fabrics (Fiume). 

1752 Sewing machines, motor oils and greases, ironmongery, 
perfumery, technical mdustrial articles (Rome). 

1753 Chemica) products (Fiume). 

1754 Rebuilt typewriters (Turin). 

1755 Fabrics, clothing, waterproofs, bottles for perfumery, per- 
fumery, and soap (Genoa). 

1756 Soap and perfumery, cutlery, nails. electrical lamps, iron 
articles, needles, hosiery, and fabrics (Bari). 

1757 Cotton. linen, waterproofs, and underclothing (Bologna). 

1758 Coal (Genoa). 

1759 General representation (Turin). 

1760 Sewing machines, motor oils and greases, colours, and 
perfumery (Rome). 

1761 Textile materials, chemical products, dyes, etc. (Genoa). 

1762 Fishing net machinery, salted fish (Molfetta). 

1763 Motor accessories, and aircraft (Turin). 

1764 Metal utensils, machines. belting, utensils in general, 
pumps, railways material. telephone and telegraph mater- 
lals, auto-cars, cycle and motor-cycles. and accessories, 
agricultural machinery, chemical] products, dves, ete. 
Turin). 

1765 Skins, cotton textiles, and underclothing (Naples). 

1767 General representation (Milan). 

17648 Pharmaceutical products. dves, and chlorides (Pontedere). 

1769 Timber (Douglas Fir) (Turin). 

1770 General representation (Catania): 

1771 Pipes (San Remo). 

1773 Diesel oil engines (Palermo). 

1778 Woollen rag, wool and cotton. waste. varns. technical 
articles, chemical products, and dyes (Prato, Tuscany). 

1779 Furs in general (Bologna). 

1780 Hats and caps. general textiles silk ties, underclothing, 
coating, mercery in general (Catania). 

1781 Coal, metals, chemical products, oilseed, and Colonial pro- 
ducts (Genoa). 

1782 Steel and iron, optical goods, perfumery, jewellery. et¢- 


(Florence). 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





Cocoa, tea, and whisky (Florence). 


783 

1784 Autocars, cycles and accessories, india-rubber technical 
goods, photography, agricultural machinery, pianos, boots, 
etc. (Parma). 

1786 Draperies, and embroideries (Turin). 

1787 Wool (greasy wool, scoured tops, waste, ete.) (Turin). 

1788 Linseed, castorseed, cottonseed, cottonseed oil, cocoa, coffee, 
sulphate of copper, tamarind pulp, and spices (Genoa). 

1789 Naval furnish€ngs (Trieste). 

1790 Files, steel, paper, and fancy leather (Bologna). 

1791 Oil seeds, dry fish, and sulphate of copper (Ancona). 

1792 Industrial and naval furniture (Genoa). 

1793 Seed oils, oils, Oleo, stearine, and chemical products 
(Genoa). 

1794 Technical articles (Turin): 

1796 Wool, and silk textiles (Turin). 

1797 General machinery, metals, and dyes (Genoa). 

1798 Chemical products, technical articles, textiles, yarns, etc. 
(Genoa). 

1799 Metals, wood-working machinery, metal-working machinery, 
technical articles, electrical materials, and metal mercery 
(Genoa). 

1800 Steels, technical articles, and utensils (Turin). 

1901 Printing machinery (Genoa). 

1902 Woollen and cotton textiles, underclothing, waterproots, 
boots, furs, perfumery, hosiery, ete. (Como). 

1803 Leather, skins, and greases (Bologna). 

1804 Hemp and grass seed (buying agency in Italy for British 


house desired) (Bologna). 

[Notr.—United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of the 
above-mentioned goods, desirous of appointing agents in Italy, 
and interested in the foregoing enquiries, should address the 
Secretary, British Chamber of Commerce for Italy, 7, Via Carlo 
Felice, Genoa, quoting the relative reference number. ] 








SPAIN. . 
CHEMICALS, PAINTS, ETC.—H.M. Consul-General, Barce- 


lona, reports that, a Spanish firm of commission agents in that 
city desire to get into touch with British houses manufacturing 
chemical and pharmaceutical products, dyes, paints, and var~ 
nishes. (Reference No. 1073.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 


SWITZERLAND. 

HOUSE FURNITURE AND FITTINGS.—A firm of general 
agents at Bale wish to secure the representation of United 
Kingdom exporters of all sorts of technical goods for installa- 
tions in houses, including building materials, sanitary appliances, 
furniture, etc. (Reference No. 1074. 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





~ cn tt Nt 


TURKEY. 

LEAF TOBACCO, NUTS, HIDES AND OTHER EXPORTS 
(BUYING AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED).—A_ well-known 
firm, established in Constantinople. with branches in Trebizonde 
and Samsoun, and dealing in leaf tobacco, nuts, hides and other 
exports. desire to obtain the representation in Turkey ef British 
firms who desire to buy these products, (Reference No. 1076.) 

Replies should he addressed to the Department. of Overseas 


Trade. 


EE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


LACES, CURTAINS, VOILES, ETC.—A Chicago business 
man wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers 
of laces, curtains, voiles, etc., with a view to acting as repre- 
sentative in the United States. The applicant is stated to have 
had considerable experience, and he considers that he is able to 
dispose of large quantities of this class of merchandise. (Refer- 
ence No. 1076.) 

~o— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 








LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

FOODSTUFFS.—A well-known British firm of general commis- 
sion merchants, business agents, and manufacturers’ representa- 
tives in Buenos Aires, who already represent several British firms, 
are seeking the agency of a British firm of exporters of foodstuffs 
In general, including pickles and sauces of all kinds. (Reference 
No. 1077.) 

—_— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 

@. 








ECUADOR. 

COTTON GOODS, CLOTHING, HARDWARE, CROCKERY, 
GROCERIES, ETC.—A commission agent in Guayaquil is de- 
sirous of securing the representation of United Kingdom firms in 
the following lines: —Cotton goods, clothing, perfumery, hard- 
ware, groceries, crockery, glassware, paper, etc. (Reference No. 


1078.) 








| 
; 
| 
| 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TEADE—continued. 


TEXTILES, IRON, TIN PLATES, CROCKERY, PROVI- 
SIONS, ETC.—A commission agent in Guayaquil is desirous of 
securing the representation of United:Kingdom firms in the fol- 
lowing lines:—Cotton and woollen goods, jute, galvanised iron, 
nails, tin plates, cheap crockery, glassware, cement, mineral 
waters, tea, biscuits, spirits, ete. (Reference No. 1079.) 

‘ —_— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





nea 


MEXICO. 

PERFUMES, ETC.—The Acting British Consul-General, Mexico 
City. reports that a perfumery firm of that city desires to repre- 
sent British manufacturers of perfumes and their adjuncts through- 
out the Mexican Republic. (Reference No. 1080.) 

‘ — should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





——_+ 


PERU. 

GROCERIES, TEXTILES, HABERDASHERY, CARPE'S, 
GLASS AND CHINAWARE, PAPER, ETC.—A firm of good- 
standing in Lima are desirous of representing British manufac- 
turers of the following articles :—Groceries, silk, woollen, cotton 
and linen piece-goods ; flannels; blankets; hosiery ; haberdashery, 
gloves of all descriptions, rugs, carpets, glassware, chinaware, 
crockery, wall paper, wrapping paper, brown paper, and printing 
paper for newspapers, soaps and perfumery, leather boots and 
shoes, cots, aniline colours, and oil cloth. (Reference No. 1081.) 
— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 

rade. 


tt 
ie: 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


EXPORF OF BARLEY FLOUR. 

The Board of Trade desire to draw attention to the fact 
that the export of Barley Flour is prohibited to all destina- 
tions. The relevant heading in the Prohibited List has, 
therefore, been amended as follows :— 

(A) Barley, Barley Flour, and Barley Meal. 


POSTAL SECTION. 
INSURED LETTERS FOR NEW CALEDONIA. 


Insured letters for New Caledonia may again be accepted 
four transmission by way of France. 

















PIECE GOODS, ETC., FOR SOUTH PERSTA. 
The Secretary to the Post Office announces that the re- 
strictions on the transmission by post of piece-goods, 
haberdashery, and similar articles to Abadan, Ahwaz, and 
Mohammerah, in Southern Persia, have been withdrawn. 

The restrictions in question were imposed in May, 1918. 


GENERAL SECTION. 
THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT. 


Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, 
and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders No. 265 of 
1918, Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the 
Board of Trade to the undermentioned companies or 
individuals : — 

Berli, Albert, trading as Berli and Company, 4, Bishopsgate, 

E.C. 2. 

Edwards, John Bryn, Dyffryn Steel and Tinplate Works, 

Morriston, Glamorganshire. 

Hatcham Manufacturing Company, Ltd., 314, Grays Inn 

toad, W.C.1. 

Peek, Francis and Company, Itd., 20, Eastcheap, E.C. 3. 
Sanders Brothers and Company, Ltd., 10, Bush Lane, 
Cannon Street, E.C. 4. 


THE HOUSEHOLD FUEL AND LIGHT- 
ING ORDER, 1919. 

The Board of Trade announce that the Controller of Coal 
Mines has suspended those provisions of the Household Fuel 
and Lighting Order, 1919, which limited the quarterly con- 
sumption of users of gas and electricity. 

The provisions requiring that anthracite, coke and 
briquettes should be obtained only trom the merchant or 
dealer with whom the consumer is registered have also been 
suspended. 








_ 
——— 
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Commercial Returns | COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 
CORN PRICES. 


| Statement showing. the average price or British Corn, per 








COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEERLY RETURNS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 


[(xported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
; ; “am November, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the sey 
during the week and 46 weeks ended 13th November, , Cr, fviv, and corresponding Weeks O le seven 


1919 : — | years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 


the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 15th 


———— 


Week 46 Weeks Week 46 Weeks = : _ 

ended ended ended ended | Average Price. 
13th Nov., 13th Nov., 13th Nov., 13thiNov., | : , 

1919. 1919. 1919. 1919. Wheat. _ Barley. 











oe : , gs. d. 
arene. aes. Week ended 15th Nov., 1919 .. 7: 100 7 
Bales. Bales. Bales. _Bales. , 

American _ » 61,730 2,301,177 1,609 | 37,097 | 1913 sit an ai 
Brazilian ° 2° — 17,573 — 1,184 | 1914 949 8 
East Indian .. .. 6,870 135,780 732, 49,807 19156 , "gs 47 ll 
Egyptian .. .. 18,926 462,220 1,237 | 62,267 me. keel 59 8 | 
Miscellaneous ” 9,241" | 222,901t) 1,086 15,263 i917... - io i 70 | on 2 | 
| 

| 











30) 11 
27. «5 





1918... ‘ ea | @ & 60 3 l 


Total .-| 109,767 | 3,159,654 4,614 | 165,608 


a 


“Including 3 bales British West. Indian, 82 bales British “Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
West African, and 5 bales Foreign East African. where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
tIncluding 7,225 bales British West Indian, 12,687 bales local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
British West African, 16,273 bales British East African, the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
and 5.212 bales Foreign East African. that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
October, and January to October. conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
Det of the. Mamiee.ot Bal Cott a for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
a os SC Ven ee “ bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 

Exported, Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, bushel of oats. 


and Returned to Ports, during the month and _ ten ———~ 
ths ended October, 1919, d with th spondi 
i ES ee ee FISHERY STATISTICS FOR OCTOBER, 1919, 
Beh. nroscnintnie alii seteiianaienabia The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
| Month of October. Ten months ending landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch snd Irish oosste during 
| October. , the month of October, 1919, as compared with 1918 :— 











918 QI]! 918. | 1919. | 
1918. 1919. | 1918 | 19] Month of October. 





Imports. | 1918. | 1919. 


| | , 
American _ , | >» | 76,072 | 1,510,307 | ? 065,430 England and W | ew. | — nara — 
coy ) 18200 | 8,989 | 16,932 Fish, excluding shell | | 
-- eeu seeugaaleas | 7,877 || 109,622 | 113,609 fish ++ «+, 1,057,555 | 1,893,656 | 2,076,011 | 2,488,083 ” 
Egyptian _ a 2 | 20,933 | 446,407 419,998 Shell fish | ’ a | ’ 45,122 | ’ kine | . 49,805 
Miscellaneous - | 97'911* | 107.036 202, 320F oe 7 | 7122 
| | } | ; | | _ 
Total... “741,163 | 2,182,361 2,818,289 Total value +. | 1,938,778 2,532,888 

















EXPORTS. Fish, exoluding shell | 
fish we we) «127,271 | 299,547 | 156,650 | 220,487 
Shell fish .. -” _—_ | 6,542 — 7,229 


American oe. wee 8,095 175 35,488 | 


Brazilian eee , 612 — 1,184 Total value | | 306,089 |} 227,716 








East Indian Be 10,028 _ 49.075 
Egyptian ‘* onl = 11,329 150 0), 980 | 
Misceltarcous a 7,269 | — 14,052 irish, exoluding shel | 
-_ ) fish ..  ..| 133,117| 141,065: 112,317 | — 78,790 
| 890 


ore ee —— 912 o> 


—o | 














Total... | 37,331 | 325 160,779 Shell fish 





FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. Total value .. 143,092 79,680 











ee . » ¥ _ - ee 


American 160,942 | 1,511,103 | 1,638,582 
Brazilian 5,126 ] 39,557 | = 50,447 


East Indian .. .. 2,46 | 2,251 || 53,012 32,074 
| 
| 








Egyptian 24,513 || 346,129 274,893 


Miscellaneous 11,331 || 84,845 84,972 NOTICE. 


Total ..| 218,512 | 204,163 | 2,030,646 | 2,080,768 














FORWARDED from InLAND Towns to Ports. The price of the “Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (644. 
rine a snanaeeeensione post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s, 6d, in the 
American... .. : Iss 10,126 | 1,228 United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 


Brazilian ~ _ a post free. 


East Indian .. uf | _ 19: 
- it a ue = 53. | 240 The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
pie oe ) i | ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘The Editor.” 
Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 


_— 





Total ... 258 - 183 | 19,752 | 1,468 


~ Including 5 bales British West Indian and 3,255 bales 


British West African. . The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communt- 
+Including 7,222 bales British West Indian, 11.562 bales 


British West African, 16.273 bales British East African, and cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are HM. 
5,207 bales Foreign East African. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
ee W.O. 2, or branches (see Oover). 














lL, per 
from 
15th 


seven 


Value. 
£ 


483,083 
49,805 


582,888 


220,487 
7,229 


227,716 


78,790 
890) 


79,680 


ed 


, (64d. 
in the 


nnum, 


Build- 
ditorial 
ditor.” 


mmunt 
A.M. 
London, 











